h, that my words were written!
Oh, that they were inscribed in a
book! That they were engraved
on a rock with an iron pen and
lead, forever! For I know that my
Redeemer lives, and he shall stand at last
on the earth; and after my skin is
destroyed, this I know, that in my flesh I
shall see God, whom I shall see for myself,
and my eyes shall behold, and not
another. How my heart yearns within
me!”
JOB 19, 23 - 27

O

or unto us a Child is born, unto us a
Son is given; and the government
will be upon his shoulder. And his
name will be called Wonderful,
Counsellor, Mighty God, [Father
of Eternity] Everlasting Father, Prince of
Peace.
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f the increase of his government and peace
there will be no end, upon the throne of
David and over his kingdom, to order it
and establish it with judgement and
justice from that time forward, even
forever. The zeal of the LORD of hosts
will perform this.
ISAIAH 9, 6 & 7

ehold! My Servant whom I uphold,
my Elect One in whom my soul
delights! I have put my Spirit
upon him; he will bring forth
justice to the Gentiles. He will
not cry out, nor raise his voice, nor cause
his voice to be heard in the street. A
bruised reed he will not break, and smoking
flax he will not quench; he will bring
forth justice for truth. He will not fail
nor be discouraged, till he has established
justice in the earth; and the coastlands
shall wait for his law."

B

hus says God the LORD, who created the
heavens and stretched them out, who
spread forth the earth and that which
comes from it, who gives breath to the
people on it, and spirit to those who
walk on it: "I, the LORD, have called you in
righteousness, and will hold your hand; I
will keep you and give you as a covenant
to the people, as a light to the Gentiles,
to open blind eyes, to bring out prisoners
from the prison, those who sit in darkness
from the prison house. I am the LORD, that
is my name; and my glory I will not give to
another, nor my praise to carved images."
ISAIAH 42, 1 - 8

T

ut now, thus says the LORD, who
created you, O Jacob, and he who
formed you, O Israel: "Fear not,
for I have redeemed you; I have
called you by your name; you are
mine. When you pass through the waters,
I will be with you; and through the rivers,
they shall not overflow you. When you
walk through the fire, you shall not be
burned, nor shall the flame scorch you. For
I am the LORD your God, the Holy One of
Israel, your Saviour; I gave Egypt for your
ransom, Ethiopia and Seba in your place.
Since you were precious in my sight, you
have been honoured, and I have loved you;
therefore I will give men for you, and
people for your life.
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ear not, for I am with you; I will bring your
descendants from the east, and gather
you from the west; I will say to the
north, ‘Give them up!’ And to the south,
‘Do not keep them back!’ Bring my sons
from afar, and my daughters from the
ends of the earth everyone who is called
by my name, whom I have created for my
glory; I have formed him, yes, I have made
him."

B

ring out the blind people who have eyes,
and the deaf who have ears. Let all the
nations be gathered together, and let the
people be assembled.

W

ho among them can declare this, and show
us former things? Let them bring out their
witnesses, that they may be justified; or
let them hear and say, "It is truth." You
are my witnesses," says the LORD, "and my
servant whom I have chosen, that you
may know and believe me, and understand
that I am he.

B

efore me there was no God formed, nor
shall there be after me. I, even I, am the
LORD, and besides me there is no saviour. I
have
declared
and
saved,
I
have
proclaimed, and there was no foreign god
among you; therefore you are my
witnesses," says the LORD, "that I am God.
Indeed before the day was, I am he; and
there is no one who can deliver out of my
hand; I work, and who will reverse it?"
ISAIAH 43, 1 - 13

ehold, my Servant shall deal
prudently; he shall be exalted
and extolled and be very high.
Just as many were astonished at
you, so his visage was marred more
than any man, and his form more than the
sons of men; so shall he sprinkle many
nations. Kings shall shut their mouths at
him; for what had not been told them
they shall see, And what they had not
heard they shall consider.
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ho has believed our report? And to whom
has the arm of the LORD been revealed?
For he shall grow up before him as a tender
plant, and as a root out of dry ground. He
has no form or comeliness; and when we
see him, there is no beauty that we should
desire him. He is despised and rejected by
men, a man of sorrows and acquainted
with grief. And we hid, as it were, our
faces from him; He was despised, and we
did not esteem him. Surely he has borne our
griefs and carried our sorrows; yet we
esteemed him stricken, smitten by God, and
afflicted. But he was wounded for our
transgressions, he was bruised for our
iniquities; the chastisement for our peace
was upon him, and by his stripes we are
healed.

A

ll we like sheep have gone astray; we
have turned, every one, to his own way;
and the LORD has laid on him the iniquity
of us all. He was oppressed and he was
afflicted, yet he opened not his mouth; he
was led as a lamb to the slaughter, and as
a sheep before its shearers is silent, so he
opened not his mouth.
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e was taken from prison and from
judgement, and who will declare his
generation? For he was cut off from the
land of the living; for the transgressions
of my people he was stricken. And they
made his grave with the wicked
but
with the rich at his death, because he had
done no violence, nor was any deceit in his
mouth.
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et it pleased the LORD to bruise him; he has
put him to grief. When you make his soul
an offering for sin, he shall see his seed, he
shall prolong his days, and the pleasure of
the LORD shall prosper in his hand. He shall
see the labour of his soul, and be satisfied.
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y his knowledge my righteous Servant
shall justify many, for he shall bear their
iniquities. Therefore I will divide him a
portion with the great, and he shall
divide the spoil with the strong, because
he poured out his soul unto death, and he
was numbered with the transgressors, and
he bore the sin of many, and made
intercession for the transgressors.
ISAIAH 52 & 53
herefore say to the house of
Israel, ‘Thus says the Lord GOD: "I
do not do this for your sake, O
house of Israel, but for my holy
name’s sake, which you have
profaned among the nations wherever
you went. And I will sanctify my great
name, which has been profaned among the
nations, which you have profaned in their
midst; and the nations shall know that I
am the LORD," says the Lord GOD, "when I
am hallowed in you before their eyes. For I
will take you from among the nations,
gather you out of all countries, and bring
you into your own land. Then I will
sprinkle clean water on you, and you shall
be clean; I will cleanse you from all your
filthiness and from all your idols.
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will give you a new heart and put a new
spirit within you; I will take the heart of
stone out of your flesh and give you a
heart of flesh. I will put my Spirit within
you and cause you to walk in my
statutes,
and
you
will
keep
my
judgements and do them. Then you shall
dwell in the land that I gave to your
fathers; you shall be my people, and I will
be your God.
will
deliver
you
from
all
your
uncleannesses. I will call for the grain and
multiply it, and bring no famine upon you.
And I will multiply the fruit of your trees
and the increase of your fields, so that
you need never again bear the reproach of
famine among the nations. Then you will
remember your evil ways and your deeds
that were not good; and you will loathe
yourselves in your own sight, for your
iniquities and your abominations. Not for
your sake do I do this," says the Lord GOD,
"let it be known to you. Be ashamed and
confounded for your own ways, O house
of Israel!"
Ezekiel 36, 22 - 32

he Spirit of the Lord GOD is upon
me, because the LORD has anointed
me to preach good tidings to the
poor; he has sent me to heal the
broken-hearted,
to
proclaim
liberty to the captives, and the opening
of the prison to those who are bound; to
proclaim the acceptable year of the LORD,
and the day of vengeance of our God; to
comfort all who mourn, to console those
who mourn in Zion, to give them beauty
for ashes, the oil of joy for mourning, the
garment of praise for the spirit of
heaviness; that they may be called trees
of righteousness, the planting of the
LORD, that he may be glorified."
ISAIAH 61, 1 - 3

T

The event recorded on the page opposite occurred
some 700 years after
the above prophecy of Isaiah!
Not only did Jesus claim it was written about him,
but he left off saying,
“the day of vengeance of our God”
because, this time, he had come as Saviour
and not as Judge
(he will be that at his second coming for those
who reject his offer of grace).

hen Jesus returned in the power of
the Spirit to Galilee, and news of
him went out through all the
surrounding region. And he taught
in their synagogues, being glorified
by all. So he came to Nazareth, where he
had been brought up. And as his custom
was, he went into the synagogue on the
Sabbath day, and stood up to read.
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nd he was handed the book of the
prophet Isaiah. And when he had opened
the book, he found the place where it was
written: "The Spirit of the LORD is upon
me, because he has anointed me to preach
the gospel to the poor; he has sent me to
heal the broken-hearted, to proclaim
liberty to the captives and recovery of
sight to the blind, to set at liberty those
who are oppressed; to proclaim the
acceptable year of the LORD."
hen he closed the book, and gave it back
to the attendant and sat down. And the
eyes of all who were in the synagogue
were fixed on him. And he began to say to
them, "Today this Scripture is fulfilled in
your hearing."
Luke 4, 14 - 21

T

nd behold, there was a man in
Jerusalem
whose
name
was
Simeon, and this man was just and
devout,
waiting
for
the
Consolation of Israel, and the
Holy Spirit was upon him. And it had been
revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he
would not see death before he had seen
the Lord’s Christ. So he came by the Spirit
into the temple. And when the parents
brought in the Child Jesus, to do for him
according to the custom of the law, he
took him up in his arms and blessed God and
said: "Lord, now you are letting your
servant depart in peace, according to your
word; for my eyes have seen your
salvation which you have prepared before
the face of all peoples, a light to bring
revelation to the Gentiles, and the glory
of your people Israel." And Joseph and his
mother marvelled at those things which
were spoken of him.
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hen Simeon blessed them, and said to Mary
his mother, "Behold, this child is destined
for the fall and rising of many in Israel,
and for a sign which will be spoken
against (yes, a sword will pierce through
your own soul also), that the thoughts
of many hearts may be revealed."
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ow there was one, Anna, a prophetess,
the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of
Asher. She was of a great age, and had
lived with a husband seven years from her
virginity; and this woman was a widow
of about eighty-four years, who did not
depart from the temple, but served God
with fastings and prayers night and day.
And coming in that instant she gave
thanks to the Lord, and spoke of him [Jesus]
to all those who looked for redemption in
Jerusalem.
Luke 2, 25 - 38
ow as they said these things,
Jesus himself stood in the midst of
them, and said to them, "Peace to
you." But they were terrified and
frightened, and supposed they
had seen a spirit. And he said to them,
"Why are you troubled? And why do
doubts arise in your hearts? Behold my
hands and my feet, that it is I myself.
Handle me and see, for a spirit does not
have flesh and bones as you see I have."
When he had said this, he showed them his
hands and his feet.

N

hen he said to them, "These are the words
which I spoke to you while I was still
with you, that all things must be
fulfilled which were written in the Law
of Moses and the Prophets and the
Psalms concerning me." And he opened their
understanding,
that
they
might
comprehend the Scriptures. Then he said
to them, "Thus it is written, and thus it
was necessary for the Christ to suffer
and to rise from the dead the third day,
and that repentance and remission of sins
should be preached in his name to all
nations, beginning at Jerusalem. And you
are witnesses of these things. Behold, I
send the Promise of my Father upon you;
but tarry in the city of Jerusalem until
you are endued with power from on high."
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nd he led them out as far as Bethany, and
he lifted up his hands and blessed them.
Now it came to pass, while he blessed
them, that he was parted from them and
carried up into heaven. And they
worshipped him, and returned to Jerusalem
with great joy, and were continually in
the temple praising and blessing God. Amen.
Luke 24,

o one has ascended to heaven but
he who came down from heaven,
that is, the Son of Man who is in
heaven. And as Moses lifted up
the serpent in the wilderness,
even so must the Son of Man be lifted up,
that whoever believes in him should not
perish but have eternal life. For God so
loved the world that he gave his only
begotten Son, that whoever believes in
him should not perish but have everlasting
life. For God did not send his Son into the
world to condemn the world, but that
the world through him might be saved.
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e who believes in him is not condemned; but
he who does not believe is condemned
already, because he has not believed in the
name of the only begotten Son of God.
And this is the condemnation, that the
light has come into the world, and men
loved darkness rather than light, because
their deeds were evil. For everyone
practising evil hates the light and does
not come to the light, lest his deeds
should be exposed. But he who does the
truth comes to the light, that his deeds
may be clearly seen, that they have been
done in God."
John 3, 13 - 21

or as the Father raises the dead
and gives life to them, even so
the Son gives life to whom he
will. For the Father judges no one,
but has committed all judgement
to the Son, that all should honour the
Son just as they honour the Father. He
who does not honour the Son does not
honour the Father who sent him.

F

ost assuredly, I say to you, he who hears
my word and believes in him who sent me
has everlasting life, and shall not come
into judgement, but has passed from death
into life. Most assuredly, I say to you, the
hour is coming, and now is, when the dead
will hear the voice of the Son of God; and
those who hear will live. For as the
Father has life in himself, so he has
granted the Son to have life in himself,
and has given him authority to execute
judgement also, because he is the Son of
Man. Do not marvel at this; for the hour is
coming in which all who are in the graves
will hear his voice and come forth those
who have done good, to the resurrection
of life, and those who have done evil, to
the resurrection of condemnation."
John 5, 21 - 29

M

ll that the Father gives me will
come to me, and the one who
comes to me I will by no means
cast out. For I have come down
from heaven, not to do my own
will, but the will of him who sent me. This
is the will of the Father who sent me,
that of all he has given me I should lose
nothing, but should raise it up at the last
day. And this is the will of him who sent
me, that everyone who sees the Son and
believes in him may have everlasting life;
and I will raise him up at the last day."

A

hen the Jews surrounded him and
said to him, "How long do you
keep us in doubt? If you are the
Christ, tell us plainly." Jesus
answered them, "I told you, and
you do not believe. The works that I do in
my Father’s name, they bear witness of
me. My sheep hear my voice, and I know
them, and they follow me. And I give them
eternal life, and they shall never perish;
neither shall anyone snatch them out of
my hand. My Father, who has given them
to me, is greater than all; and no one is
able to snatch them out of my Father’s
hand. I and my Father are one."
John 6, 37 & 10, 24

T
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hen Moses said to God, "Indeed, when I come to
the children of Israel and say to them, ‘The God
of your fathers has sent me to you,’ and they
say to me, ‘What is his name?’ what shall I say
to them?" And God said to Moses, "I AM WHO I
AM." And he said, "Thus you shall say to the
children of Israel, ‘I AM has sent me to you.’"

A
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nd Jesus said to them, "I am the bread of life. He
who comes to me shall never hunger, and he who
believes in me shall never thirst."

T

hen Jesus said to them again, "Most assuredly, I
say to you, I am the door of the sheep. All who
ever came before me are thieves and robbers, but
the sheep did not hear them. I am the door. If
anyone enters by me, he will be saved, and will
go in and out and find pasture. "

I

am the good shepherd. The good shepherd gives
his life for the sheep. ”I am the good shepherd;
and I know my sheep, and am known by my own.
As the Father knows me, even so I know the
Father; and I lay down my life for the sheep.
And other sheep I have which are not of this
fold; them also I must bring, and they will hear
my voice; and there will be one flock and one
shepherd."

hen Jesus spoke to them again, saying, "I am the
light of the world. He who follows me shall
not walk in darkness, but have the light of
life."

J

esus said to her, "I am the resurrection and the
life. He who believes in me, though he may die, he
shall live. And whoever lives and believes in me
shall never die. Do you believe this?" She said to
him, "Yes, Lord, I believe that you are the Christ,
the Son of God, who is to come into the world."

T

homas said to him, "Lord, we do not know where
you are going, and how can we know the way?"
Jesus said to him, "I am the way, the truth, and
the life. No one comes to the Father except
through me. If you had known me, you would
have known my Father also; and from now on
you know him and have seen him."

I

am the true vine, and my Father is the
vinedresser. Every branch in me that does not
bear fruit he takes away; and every branch
that bears fruit he prunes, that it may bear more
fruit. Abide in me, and I in you. As the branch
cannot bear fruit of itself, unless it abides in the
vine, neither can you, unless you abide in me. ”I am
the vine, you are the branches. He who abides in
me, and I in him, bears much fruit; for without me
you can do nothing."

Y

our father Abraham rejoiced to see my day, and
he saw it and was glad." Then the Jews said to
him, "You are not yet fifty years old, and have
you seen Abraham?" Jesus said to them, "Most
assuredly, I say to you, before Abraham was, I
AM."

en and brethren, let me [the
Apostle Peter] speak freely to
you of the patriarch David, that
he is both dead and buried, and his
tomb is with us to this day.
Therefore, being a prophet, and knowing
that God had sworn with an oath to him
that of the fruit of his body, according to
the flesh, he would raise up the Christ to
sit on his throne, he, foreseeing this, spoke
concerning the resurrection of the Christ,
that his soul was not left in Hades, nor
did his flesh see corruption.

M

his Jesus God has raised up, of which we are
all witnesses. Therefore being exalted to
the right hand of God, and having
received from the Father the promise of
the Holy Spirit, he poured out this which
you now see and hear. For David did not
ascend into the heavens, but he says
himself: ‘The LORD said to my Lord, "Sit at
my right hand, till I make your enemies
your footstool."‘ Therefore let all the
house of Israel know assuredly that God
has made this Jesus, whom you crucified,
both Lord and Christ."
Acts 2, 29 - 36

T

hen Peter, filled with the Holy
Spirit, said to them, "Rulers of the
people and elders of Israel: If we
this day are judged for a good
deed done to a helpless man, by
what means he has been made well, let it
be known to you all, and to all the people
of Israel, that by the name of Jesus Christ
of Nazareth, whom you crucified, whom
God raised from the dead, by him this man
stands here before you whole. This is the
‘stone which was rejected by you builders,
which has become the chief cornerstone.’
Nor is there salvation in any other, for
there is no other name under heaven given
among men by which we must be saved."
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ow when they saw the boldness of Peter
and John, and perceived that they were
uneducated and untrained men, they
marvelled. And they realized that they
had been with Jesus. And seeing the man
who had been healed standing with them,
they could say nothing against it. “But so
that it spreads no further among the
people, let us severely threaten them,
that from now on they speak to no man
in this name."
Acts 4,

nd see, now I [the Apostle Paul] go
bound in the spirit to Jerusalem,
not knowing the things that
will happen to me there, except
that the Holy Spirit testifies in
every city, saying that chains and
tribulations await me. But none of these
things move me; nor do I count my life dear
to myself, so that I may finish my race
with joy, and the ministry which I received
from the Lord Jesus, to testify to the
gospel of the grace of God. And indeed,
now I know that you all, among whom I
have gone preaching the kingdom of God,
will see my face no more. Therefore I
testify to you this day that I am
innocent of the blood of all men. For I
have not shunned to declare to you the
whole counsel of God.

A

herefore take heed to yourselves and to
all the flock, among which the Holy Spirit
has made you overseers, to shepherd the
church of God which he purchased with his
own blood. For I know this, that after my
departure savage wolves will come in
among you, not sparing the flock.
Acts 20, 22 - 30

T

ow we know that whatever the
[Mosaic] law says, it says to those
who are under the law, that
every mouth may be stopped, and
all the world may become guilty
before God. Therefore by the deeds of the
law no flesh will be justified in his sight,
for by the law is the knowledge of sin.
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ut now the righteousness of God apart
from the law is revealed, being witnessed
by the Law and the Prophets, even the
righteousness of God, through faith in
Jesus Christ, to all and on all who believe.
For there is no difference; for all have
sinned and fall short of the glory of God,
being justified freely by his grace through
the redemption that is in Christ Jesus,
whom God set forth as a propitiation by
his blood, through faith, to demonstrate
his
righteousness,
because
in
his
forbearance God had passed over the sins
that were previously committed, to
demonstrate at the present time his
righteousness, that he might be just and
the justifier of the one who has faith in
Jesus. Therefore we conclude that a man
is justified by faith apart from the deeds
of the law.
Romans 3, 19 - 28

ow shall we who died to sin live
any longer in it? Or do you not
know that as many of us as were
baptized into Christ Jesus were
baptized into his death? For if we
have been united together in the likeness
of his death, certainly we also shall be in
the likeness of his resurrection, knowing
this, that our old man was crucified with
him, that the body of sin might be done
away with, that we should no longer be
slaves of sin. For he who has died has been
freed from sin.
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or the death that he died, he died to sin
once for all; but the life that he lives, he
lives to God. Likewise you also, reckon
yourselves to be dead indeed to sin, but
alive to God in Christ Jesus our Lord.
Therefore do not let sin reign in your
mortal body, that you should obey it in
its lusts. And do not present your members
as instruments of unrighteousness to sin,
but present yourselves to God as being
alive from the dead, and your members as
instruments of righteousness to God. For
sin shall not have dominion over you, for
you are not under law but under grace.
Romans 6,

or the law of the Spirit of life in
Christ Jesus has made me free from
the law of sin and death. For
what the law could not do in
that it was weak through the
flesh, God did by sending his own Son in the
likeness of sinful flesh, on account of sin:
he condemned sin in the flesh, that the
righteous requirement of the law might be
fulfilled in us who do not walk according
to the flesh but according to the Spirit.
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or those who live according to the flesh
set their minds on the things of the flesh,
but those who live according to the
Spirit, the things of the Spirit. For to be
carnally minded is death, but to be
spiritually minded is life and peace.
Because the carnal mind is enmity against
God; for it is not subject to the law of
God, nor indeed can be. So then, those who
are in the flesh cannot please God. But
you are not in the flesh but in the Spirit, if
indeed the Spirit of God dwells in you.
Now if anyone does not have the Spirit of
Christ, he is not his. And if Christ is in you,
the body is dead because of sin, but the
Spirit is life because of righteousness.
Romans 8, 2 - 10

or since by man [Adam] came death,
by man [Jesus Christ] also came the
resurrection of the dead. For as in
Adam all die, even so in Christ all
shall be made alive. But each one
in his own order: Christ the first-fruits,
afterward those who are Christ’s at his
coming. Then comes the end, when he
delivers the kingdom to God the Father,
when he puts an end to all rule and all
authority and power. For he must reign
till he has put all enemies under his feet.
The last enemy that will be destroyed is
death.
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ow when all things are made subject to
him, then the Son himself will also be
subject to him who put all things under
him, that God may be all in all. And so it is
written, "The first man Adam became a
living being." The last Adam became a lifegiving spirit.

H

owever, the spiritual is not first, but the
natural, and afterward the spiritual.
The first man was of the earth, made of
dust; the second Man is the Lord from
heaven.
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s was the man of dust, so also are those
who are made of dust; and as is the
heavenly man, so also are those who are
heavenly. And as we have borne the image
of the man of dust, we shall also bear the
image of the heavenly man.
ow this I say, brethren, that flesh and
blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God;
nor does corruption inherit incorruption.
Behold, I tell you a mystery: we shall not
all sleep, but we shall all be changed in a
moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at
the last trumpet. For the trumpet will
sound, and the dead will be raised
incorruptible, and we shall be changed. For
this corruptible must put on incorruption,
and this mortal must put on immortality.
So when this corruptible has put on
incorruption, and this mortal has put on
immortality, then shall be brought to pass
the saying that is written: "Death is
swallowed up in victory." "O Death,
where is your sting? O Hades, where is your
victory?" The sting of death is sin, and
the strength of sin is the law. But thanks
be to God, who gives us the victory
through our Lord Jesus Christ.
I Corinthians 15,

nd the Scripture, foreseeing that
God would justify the Gentiles by
faith, preached the gospel to
Abraham beforehand, saying, "In
you all the nations shall be
blessed." So then those who are of faith
are blessed with believing Abraham.
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or as many as are of the works of the law
are under the curse; for it is written,
"Cursed is everyone who does not continue
in all things which are written in the book
of the law, to do them." But that no one
is justified by the law in the sight of God
is evident, for "the just shall live by
faith." Yet the law is not of faith, but
"the man who does them shall live by
them."

C

hrist has redeemed us from the curse of
the law, having become a curse for us (for
it is written, "Cursed is everyone who
hangs on a tree"), that the blessing of
Abraham might come upon the Gentiles in
Christ Jesus, that we might receive the
promise of the Spirit through faith. Is the
law then against the promises of God?
Certainly not!

or if there had been a law given which
could have given life, truly righteousness
would have been by the law. But the
Scripture has confined all under sin, that
the promise by faith in Jesus Christ might
be given to those who believe. But before
faith came, we were kept under guard by
the law, kept for the faith which would
afterward be revealed.

F

herefore the law was our tutor to bring
us to Christ, that we might be justified by
faith. But after faith has come, we are no
longer under a tutor. For you are all sons
of God through faith in Christ Jesus. For as
many of you as were baptized into Christ
have put on Christ.
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here is neither Jew nor Greek, there is
neither slave nor free, there is neither
male nor female; for you are all one in
Christ Jesus. And if you are Christ’s, then
you are Abraham’s seed, and heirs according
to the promise.
Galatians 3,

ut when the fullness of the time
had come, God sent forth his Son,
born of a woman, born under the
law, to redeem those who were
under the law, that we might
receive the adoption as sons. And because
you are sons, God has sent forth the Spirit
of his Son into your hearts, crying out,
"Abba, Father!"
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herefore you are no longer a slave but a
son, and if a son, then an heir of God
through Christ. Stand fast therefore in
the liberty by which Christ has made us
free, and do not be entangled again with
a yoke of bondage.
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ndeed I, Paul, say to you that if you
become circumcised [re-embrace legalism],
Christ will profit you nothing. And I
testify again to every man who becomes
circumcised that he is a debtor to keep the
whole law. You have become estranged
from Christ, you who attempt to be
justified by law; you have fallen from
grace. For we through the Spirit eagerly
wait for the hope of righteousness by
faith.
Galatians 4 & 5,

lessed be the God and Father of
our Lord Jesus Christ, who has
blessed us with every spiritual
blessing in the heavenly places in
Christ, just as he chose us in him
before the foundation of the world,
that we should be holy and without
blame
before
him
in
love,
having
predestined us to adoption as sons by Jesus
Christ to himself, according to the good
pleasure of his will, to the praise of the
glory of his grace, by which he has made us
accepted in the Beloved.
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n him we have redemption through his
blood, the forgiveness of sins, according to
the riches of his grace which he made to
abound toward us in all wisdom and
prudence, that in the dispensation of the
fullness of the times he might gather
together in one all things in Christ, both
which are in heaven and which are on
earth in him. In him also we have obtained
an inheritance, being predestined according
to the purpose of him who works all
things according to the counsel of his will,
that we who first trusted in Christ
should be to the praise of his glory.
Ephesians 1,

nd you he made alive, who were
dead in trespasses and sins, in
which you once walked according
to the course of this world,
according to the prince of the
power of the air, the spirit who now
works in the sons of disobedience, among
whom also we all once conducted
ourselves in the lusts of our flesh,
fulfilling the desires of the flesh and of
the mind, and were by nature children of
wrath, just as the others.
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ut God, who is rich in mercy, because of his
great love with which he loved us, even
when we were dead in trespasses, made us
alive together with Christ (by grace you
have been saved), and raised us up
together, and made us sit together in the
heavenly places in Christ Jesus, that in
the ages to come he might show the
exceeding riches of his grace in his kindness
toward us in Christ Jesus.
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or by grace you have been saved through
faith, and that not of yourselves; it is
the gift of God, not of works, lest
anyone should boast.
Ephesians 2, 1 - 9

et indeed I also count all things
loss for the excellence of the
knowledge of Christ Jesus my
Lord, for whom I have suffered
the loss of all things, and count
them as rubbish, that I may gain Christ and
be found in him, not having my own
righteousness, which is from the law, but
that which is through faith in Christ, the
righteousness which is from God by faith;
that I may know him and the power of his
resurrection, and the fellowship of his
sufferings, being conformed to his death,
if, by any means, I may attain to the
resurrection from the dead.
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rethren, I do not count myself to have
apprehended;
but
one
thing
I
do,
forgetting those things which are behind
and reaching forward to those things
which are ahead, I press toward the goal
for the prize of the upward call of God in
Christ Jesus. For our citizenship is in
heaven, from which we also eagerly wait
for the Saviour, the Lord Jesus Christ, who
will transform our lowly body that it
may be conformed to his glorious body,
according to the working by which he is
able even to subdue all things to himself.
Philippians 3,

e has delivered us from the power
of darkness and conveyed us into
the kingdom of the Son of his
love,
in
whom
we
have
redemption through his blood, the
forgiveness of sins.
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e [Jesus Christ] is the image of the invisible
God, the firstborn over all creation. For by
him all things were created that are in
heaven and that are on earth, visible and
invisible, whether thrones or dominions or
principalities or powers. All things were
created through him and for him. And he is
before all things, and in him all things
consist.
nd he is the head of the body, the church,
who is the beginning, the firstborn from
the dead, that in all things he may have
the pre-eminence. For it pleased the
Father that in him all the fullness should
dwell, and by him to reconcile all things
to himself, by him, whether things on
earth or things in heaven, having made
peace through the blood of his cross.
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nd you, who once were alienated and
enemies in your mind by wicked works, yet
now he has reconciled in the body of his
flesh through death, to present you holy,
and blameless, and above reproach in his
sight if indeed you continue in the faith,
grounded and steadfast, and are not
moved away from the hope of the gospel
which you heard, which was preached to
every creature under heaven, of which I,
Paul, became a minister.
Colossians 1, 13 - 23
f [Since] then you were raised with
Christ, seek those things which
are above, where Christ is, sitting
at the right hand of God. Set
your mind on things above, not on
things on the earth. When Christ who is
our life appears, then you also will appear
with him in glory. Therefore put to death
your members which are on the earth:
fornication, uncleanness, passion, evil
desire,
and
covetousness,
which
is
idolatry. Because of these things the
wrath of God is coming upon the sons of
disobedience, in which you yourselves once
walked when you lived in them.
Colossians 3,
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ut I do not want you to be
ignorant,
brethren,
concerning
those who have fallen asleep,
lest you sorrow as others who
have no hope. For if we believe
that Jesus died and rose again, even so God
will bring with him those who sleep in
Jesus. For this we say to you by the word
of the Lord, that we who are alive and
remain until the coming of the Lord will by
no means precede those who are asleep.
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or the Lord himself will descend from
heaven with a shout, with the voice of
an archangel, and with the trumpet of
God. And the dead in Christ will rise first.
Then we who are alive and remain shall be
caught up together with them in the
clouds to meet the Lord in the air. And
thus we shall always be with the Lord.
Therefore comfort one another with
these words. But concerning the times and
the seasons, brethren, you have no need
that I should write to you. For you
yourselves know perfectly that the day
of the Lord so comes as a thief in the
night. For when they say, "Peace and
safety!" then sudden destruction comes
upon them, as labour pains upon a
pregnant woman.
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nd they shall not escape. But you,
brethren, are not in darkness, so that this
Day should overtake you as a thief. You
are all sons of light and sons of the day.
We are not of the night nor of darkness.
Therefore let us not sleep, as others do,
but let us watch and be sober. For those
who sleep, sleep at night, and those who
get drunk are drunk at night. But let us
who are of the day be sober, putting on
the breastplate of faith and love, and as
a helmet the hope of salvation.
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or God did not appoint us to wrath, but
to obtain salvation through our Lord
Jesus Christ, who died for us, that
whether we wake or sleep, we should live
together with him. Rejoice always, pray
without ceasing, in everything give
thanks; for this is the will of God in
Christ Jesus for you. Do not quench the
Spirit. Test all things; hold fast what is
good. Now may the God of peace himself
sanctify you completely; and may your
whole spirit, soul, and body be preserved
blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus
Christ. He who calls you is faithful, who
also will do it.
I Thessalonians 4 & 5,

or God has not given us a spirit of
fear, but of power and of love
and of a sound mind. Therefore do
not be ashamed of the testimony
of our Lord, nor of me his prisoner,
but share with me in the sufferings for the
gospel according to the power of God,
who has saved us and called us with a
holy calling, not according to our works,
but according to his own purpose and
grace which was given to us in Christ Jesus
before time began, but has now been
revealed by the appearing of our Saviour
Jesus Christ, who has abolished death and
brought life and immortality to light
through the gospel, to which I was
appointed a preacher, an apostle, and a
teacher of the Gentiles.
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or this reason I also suffer these things;
nevertheless I am not ashamed, for I know
whom I have believed and am persuaded
that he is able to keep what I have
committed to him until that Day.
Remember that Jesus Christ, of the seed of
David, was raised from the dead
according to my gospel, for which I suffer
trouble as an evildoer, even to the point
of chains; but the word of God is not
chained.

herefore I endure all things for the sake of
the elect, that they also may obtain the
salvation which is in Christ Jesus with
eternal glory. This is a faithful saying:
For if we died with him, we shall also live
with him. If we endure, we shall also reign
with him. If we deny him, he also will deny
us. If we are faithless, he remains
faithful; he cannot deny himself.
II Timothy 1 & 2,
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or the grace of God that brings
salvation has appeared to all
men, teaching us that, denying
ungodliness and worldly lusts,
we
should
live
soberly,
righteously, and godly in the present age,
looking for the blessed hope and glorious
appearing of our great God and Saviour
Jesus Christ, who gave himself for us, that
he might redeem us from every lawless
deed and purify for himself his own special
people, zealous for good works.
Titus 2, 11 - 14
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ut when the kindness and the
love of God our Saviour toward
man appeared, not by works of
righteousness which we have
done, but according to his mercy he
saved us, through the washing of
regeneration and renewing of the Holy
Spirit, whom he poured out on us
abundantly through Jesus Christ our
Saviour, that having been justified by his
grace we should become heirs according to
the hope of eternal life.
Titus 3, 4 - 7
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ut Christ came as High Priest of
the good things to come, with
the greater and more perfect
tabernacle not made with hands,
that is, not of this creation.

ot with the blood of goats and calves,
but with his own blood he entered the
Most Holy Place once for all, having
obtained eternal redemption. For if the
blood of bulls and goats and the ashes of
a heifer, sprinkling the unclean, sanctifies
for the purifying of the flesh,

how much more shall the blood of Christ,
who through the eternal Spirit offered
himself without spot to God, cleanse
your conscience from dead works to serve
the living God?
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nd for this reason he is the Mediator of
the new covenant, by means of death, for
the redemption of the transgressions
under the first covenant, that those
who are called may receive the promise of
the eternal inheritance.
Hebrews 9, 11 - 15

y that will [God’s] we have been
sanctified through the offering
of the body of Jesus Christ once
for all. And every priest stands
ministering daily and offering
repeatedly the same sacrifices, which can
never take away sins. But this man, after
he had offered one sacrifice for sins
forever, sat down at the right hand of
God, from that time waiting till his
enemies are made his footstool. For by one
offering he has perfected forever those
who are being sanctified.
Hebrews 10, 10 - 14
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lessed be the God and Father of
our
Lord
Jesus
Christ,
who
according to his abundant mercy
has begotten us again to a living
hope through the resurrection of
Jesus Christ from the dead, to an
inheritance incorruptible and undefiled
and that does not fade away, reserved in
heaven for you, who are kept by the
power of
God
through faith for
salvation ready to be revealed in the last
time.
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n this you greatly rejoice, though now for
a little while, if need be, you have been
grieved by various trials, that the
genuineness of your faith, being much more
precious than gold that perishes, though
it is tested by fire, may be found to praise,
honour, and glory at the revelation of
Jesus Christ, whom having not seen you
love.
hough now you do not see him, yet
believing, you rejoice with joy inexpressible
and full of glory, receiving the end of your
faith the salvation of your souls. Of this
salvation the prophets have inquired and
searched carefully, who prophesied of the
grace that would come to you,
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searching what, or what manner of time,
the Spirit of Christ who was in them was
indicating when he testified beforehand
the sufferings of Christ and the glories
that would follow. To them it was
revealed that, not to themselves, but to
us they were ministering the things which
now have been reported to you through
those who have preached the gospel to
you by the Holy Spirit sent from heaven
things which angels desire to look into.
herefore gird up the loins of your mind, be
sober, and rest your hope fully upon the
grace that is to be brought to you at the
revelation of Jesus Christ; as obedient
children, not conforming yourselves to
the former lusts, as in your ignorance; but
as he who called you is holy, you also be
holy in all your conduct, because it is
written, "Be holy, for I am holy."
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nd if you call on the Father, who
without partiality judges according to
each one’s work, conduct yourselves
throughout the time of your stay here in
fear;

knowing that you were not redeemed
with corruptible things, like silver or gold,
from your aimless conduct received by
tradition from your fathers, but with the
precious blood of Christ, as of a lamb
without blemish and without spot. He
indeed was foreordained before the
foundation of the world, but was
manifest in these last times for you who
through him believe in God, who raised him
from the dead and gave him glory, so that
your faith and hope are in God.
I Peter 1, 3 - 21

race and peace be multiplied to
you in the knowledge of God and
of Jesus our Lord, as his divine
power has given to us all things
that
pertain
to
life
and
godliness, through the knowledge of him
who called us by glory and virtue, by
which have been given to us exceedingly
great and precious promises, that through
these you may be partakers of the divine
nature, having escaped the corruption
that is in the world through lust.
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ut also for this very reason, giving all
diligence, add to your faith virtue, to
virtue knowledge, to knowledge selfcontrol, to self-control perseverance, to
perseverance
godliness,
to
godliness
brotherly kindness, and to brotherly
kindness love.
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or if these things are yours and abound,
you will be neither barren nor unfruitful in
the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ.
For he who lacks these things is shortsighted, even to blindness, and has
forgotten that he was cleansed from his
old sins.
herefore, brethren, be even more diligent to
make your call and election sure, for if you
do these things you will never stumble;
for so an entrance will be supplied to you
abundantly into the everlasting kingdom
of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.
II Peter 1, 2 - 11
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f we say that we have no sin, we
deceive ourselves, and the truth
is not in us. If we confess our sins,
he [God] is faithful and just to
forgive us our sins and to cleanse
us from all unrighteousness. If we say
that we have not sinned, we make him a
liar, and his word is not in us.
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y little children, these things I write to
you, so that you may not sin. And if
anyone sins, we have an Advocate with
the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous. And
he himself is the propitiation for our sins,
and not for ours only but also for the
whole world. Now by this we know that
we
know
him,
if
we
keep
his
commandments.
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e who says, "I know him," and does not
keep his commandments, is a liar, and the
truth is not in him. But whoever keeps his
word, truly the love of God is perfected
in him. By this we know that we are in
him. He who says he abides in him ought
himself also to walk just as he walked.
I John 1 & 2,

n this the love of God was
manifested toward us, that God
has sent his only begotten Son
into the world, that we might
live through him. In this is love,
not that we loved God, but that he
loved us and sent his Son to be the
propitiation for our sins. Beloved, if God
so loved us, we also ought to love one
another.
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o one has seen God at any time. If we love
one another, God abides in us, and his love
has been perfected in us. By this we know
that we abide in him, and he in us, because
he has given us of his Spirit. And we have
seen and testify that the Father has
sent the Son as Saviour of the world.
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hoever confesses that Jesus is the Son of
God, God abides in him, and he in God. And
we have known and believed the love
that God has for us. God is love, and he
who abides in love abides in God, and God in
him. Love has been perfected among us in
this: that we may have boldness in the
day of judgement; because as he is, so are
we in this world.

here is no fear in love; but perfect love
casts out fear, because fear involves
torment. But he who fears has not been
made perfect in love. We love him because
he first loved us.
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f we receive the witness of men, the
witness of God is greater; for this is the
witness of God which he has testified of
his Son. He who believes in the Son of God
has the witness in himself; he who does
not believe God has made him a liar,
because he has not believed the testimony
that God has given of his Son. And this is
the testimony: that God has given us
eternal life, and this life is in his Son.
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e who has the Son has life; he who does
not have the Son of God does not have
life. These things I have written to you
who believe in the name of the Son of God,
that you may know that you have
eternal life, and that you may continue
to believe in the name of the Son of God.
I John 4 & 5,

hen he [Christ the Lamb of God]
came and took the scroll out of
the right hand of him who sat on
the throne. Now when he had
taken the scroll, the four living
creatures and the twenty-four elders
fell down before the Lamb, each having a
harp, and golden bowls full of incense,
which are the prayers of the saints.
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nd they sang a new song, saying: "You are
worthy to take the scroll, and to open
its seals; for you were slain, and have
redeemed us to God by your blood out of
every tribe and tongue and people and
nation, and have made us kings and priests
to our God; and we shall reign on the
earth."
hen I looked, and I heard the voice of many
angels around the throne, the living
creatures, and the elders; and the number
of them was ten thousand times ten
thousand, and thousands of thousands,
saying with a loud voice: "Worthy is the
Lamb who was slain to receive power and
riches and wisdom, and strength and
honour and glory and blessing!"
Revelation 5, 6 - 12

