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G

OSPEL (noun) – an English word deriving from
the Anglo-Saxon godspell meaning ‘a story about
God,’ or ‘a good story,’ the equivalent in Greek,
euangellion, means ‘good news’. The New Testament
good news of the Holy Bible is given in four gospels
which announce that forgiveness of sin and
reconciliation with God have been made available to
mankind through the life, sacrificial death, and
resurrection of Jesus of Nazareth. This salvation is
available to all, both Jew and Gentile, by grace, through
faith, and not by any human works.
The four gospels were not written as biographies of
Jesus Christ during His earthly incarnation, but after He
rose, to provide authoritative answers to questions about
His birth, life, ministry and sacrifice. One of their main
purposes is to strengthen believers’ assurance
concerning the reality on which their faith is based.
From its earliest time the Church accepted only the
gospels of Matthew, Mark, Luke and John as inspired
Scripture, with each of these writers giving a unique
perspective of the Christ who came as Saviour of the
world. Taken together, the four gospels fashion a
sufficient likeness of Jesus of Nazareth, the Christ (Heb.
Messiah) who blended perfect deity and perfect
humanity: making the God-Man He was the only
sacrifice acceptable to God for the sins of the world, and
the only worthy Saviour and Lord of those who believe
the ‘good news’.

While hanging nailed and dying on a Roman cross, Jesus
of Nazareth spoke a word of ultimate victory “Finished!”
– meaning that God’s work of salvation for humanity
had been completed through the sacrifice of His Son: the
penalty for all human sin had been paid in full by the
sinless ‘Lamb of God’. Thus, all may now come into the
presence of a holy God justified - clothed in the
righteousness of the Son of God to be received with joy
by God the Father. Through Christ, resurrection to
eternal life in glory is offered to all who believe.
However this is not the finish of God’s plan to redeem a
holy people for Himself. Indeed, would God the Father
leave His Beloved Son forever as an object of ridicule,
shame and disdain in the eyes of an unbelieving world
that had rejected Him? No, He will not – and Scripture
tells us how the plan ends! The last book of the Bible,
The Revelation of Jesus Christ, is in essence a prophetic
fifth ‘Gospel’. It describes the second advent of Christ,
with the ‘good news’ that He will end all
unrighteousness on the earth, that He will judge the
wicked for their iniquity, and that He will create a new
heaven and new earth in which God will dwell with His
people – forever.
______________________________

THE FOUR GOSPELS & REVELATION

M

ATTHEW – meaning ‘gift of the Lord’ - was the
other name of Levi, the tax collector who left
everything to follow Christ as one of His twelve
apostles. It is apparent that Matthew wrote primarily for
a Jewish audience – probably believers, with the
intention of presenting historical evidence to confirm
Jesus of Nazareth as Israel’s anticipated Messiah and
rightful King promised in the Hebrew Bible (Tanakh) –
which we know as the Old Testament. His extensive
quoting of the OT ties together the Christ of history with
the Messiah of promise. Matthew’s opening genealogy
documents the credentials of Jesus as coming from
David’s kingly line, and he demonstrates that Jesus
fulfilled many prophecies regarding the long-awaited
‘King of the Jews’.

M

ARK was a close companion of the apostle
Peter, who referred to him as ‘Mark my son’ [I
Peter 5: 13]. He is also referred to as ‘John
whose surname was Mark’. The early church fathers
recognised that Mark probably recorded the memoirs of
Peter. His target audience was Roman Gentiles, to whom
he presented Jesus Christ as the Servant of God who
came to suffer for the sins of many. Mark’s approach is
fast-paced and action-oriented, demonstrating the
human side of the incarnate Son of God.

L

UKE was an educated Greek and the only Gentile
to write books of Scripture (his gospel and the
book of Acts). He was a companion of Paul on
some of the apostle’s missionary journeys, was referred
to as the ‘beloved physician’, and his style is scholarly,
with meticulous attention to detail. The healing ministry
of Jesus was given considerable prominence by Luke.
He addressed his gospel to a broad Gentile audience,
presenting Jesus as the Son of Man – the God-Man –
rejected by Israel, and then offered for the whole world.
Luke states that his knowledge came from careful
compilation of eyewitness accounts of historical events.
He illustrates justification by faith through many
incidents and parables.

J

OHN – the ‘disciple whom Jesus loved’ – was one of
the twelve apostles closest to Jesus, with Peter and
James, and a witness of the earthly ministry of the
Son of God. John, being aware of the other three
‘synoptic’ gospels, wrote his record of Christ’s life and
work in a different way. John’s gospel emphasises the
deity of Christ, highlighting particular miracles that
Jesus performed, and he declares that he wrote his
gospel ‘that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the
Son of God, and that believing you may have life in His
name’. He presents Jesus as the Word of God [John 1: 1 –
14] and the Son of God. Jesus came into the world to
bring the gift of salvation to all mankind. Acceptance or
rejection of Jesus Christ’s universal offer determines the
eternal destiny of every human being.

T

hese four Gospels reveal Jesus as God’s Messiah –
the Christ [the Anointed One] – in His first
advent: when He came into the world as God’s
suffering Servant. He came to pay the penalty for the
sins of all people, and to redeem humanity from slavery
to sin. God became something He had never been before
– a human – in the image of God, and also in the
likeness of Adam, but with no fallen human nature in
view of His virgin birth. John tells us that ‘He came unto
His own and His own received Him not.’ The fallen
world rejected Him and His claims. God incarnate was
last seen by the world of unbelievers in humiliation,
nailed to a Roman cross, pouring out His lifeblood on to
the earth, being mocked and taunted to prove His claims
by coming down from the cross. He who knew no sin
was condemned to a criminal’s death by worldly law,
worldly religion and by worldly assent.
Only a chosen few who loved or believed in Him saw
Him risen from the dead by God’s power. Death could
not hold the sinless, holy giver of life. Only chosen
witnesses saw Him ascend back to the heaven of God’s
glory from which He had previously descended.
By His obedience even unto death, Jesus Christ
accomplished His great work on the earth: propitiation
[appeasement of wrath] was made to God the Father for
all human sins. Those who believe in the name of Jesus
are now justified by God’s grace and reconciled to God
the Father and able to approach His throne. Made God’s
children, believers are clothed in His Son’s very
righteousness.

The Revelation of Jesus Christ is the final book of the
New Testament and of the Bible. Its title comes from the
Greek word ‘Apokalypsis’ meaning uncovering or
unveiling, a disclosure of what was previously hidden.
In Revelation both the person of Christ and the
consummation of God’s eternal plan are finally revealed
to mankind, specifically for believers to be encouraged
by and glory in.
The content of this book was given to Jesus Christ by
God the Father, and then communicated to the apostle
John by an angel. It was the final ‘sermon’ of Jesus, to
the audience of one apostle, imprisoned on the Isle of
Patmos! At the time John wrote it down (in about AD 94
– 96) he was the last surviving apostle.
He received a series of prophetic visions that unveil the
future history of the world and confirm the good news
(to believers, not the world) that Christ will come again
in power and glory. At this second advent He will judge
the world in righteousness and then rule over it as
sovereign Lord. Both Old and New Testament
prophecies concerning the impact of Messiah on this
world and its peoples are brought to a glorious
conclusion.
In Revelation, Christ’s former reproach and humiliation
have been completely transformed into glorious
exaltation. His human weakness has become divine
omnipotence; the suffering Servant has become God’s
flaming Judge; the crown of thorns has become the
crown of God’s King of kings and Lord of lords!

Christ is revealed as the glorified Son of God, as the
Alpha and Omega, Beginning and End, as the Amen, the
Faithful and True Witness, as the Beginning (originator)
of the creation of God, as the Lion of the tribe of Judah,
as the Lamb upon the throne, as the Bright and Morning
Star. However, He also has the wounds as the Lamb
slain from the foundation of the world, as a reminder of
the sufferings that preceded such glory.
Christ destroys the final world empire of Antichrist and
brings humanity’s history of disobedience to its close.
He establishes His thousand year earthly kingdom, then
takes the created order on into its eternal state as God
intended, with the destinies of both the righteous and
the wicked determined forever by Him.

THE

REVELATION
OF

JESUS
CHRIST,
which God gave him to
show to his servants – things
which must shortly take place.

A

ND he sent and signified it by his angel to his
servant John, who bore witness to the word of
God, and to the testimony of Jesus Christ, and
to all things that he saw. Blessed is he who
reads and those who hear the words of this
prophecy, and keep those things which are
written in it; for the time is near.

JOHN, to the seven churches which are in Asia: Grace to
you and peace from him who is and who was and who is
to come, and from the seven Spirits who are before his
throne, and from Jesus Christ, the faithful witness, the
firstborn from the dead, and the ruler over the kings of
the earth. To him who loved us and washed us from our
sins in his own blood, and has made us kings and
priests to his God and Father, to him be glory and
dominion forever and ever. Amen.
BEHOLD, he is coming with clouds, and every eye will
see him, and they also who pierced him. And all the
tribes of the earth will mourn because of him. Even so,
Amen.
"I AM the Alpha and the Omega, the Beginning and the
End," says the Lord, "who is and who was and who is to
come, the Almighty."
I, JOHN, both your brother and companion in the
tribulation and kingdom and patience of Jesus Christ,
was on the island that is called Patmos for the word of
God and for the testimony of Jesus Christ.

I WAS in the Spirit on the Lord’s Day, and I heard
behind me a loud voice, as of a trumpet, saying,

"I am the Alpha and the Omega, the First and the
Last," and, "What you see, write in a book and
send it to the seven churches which are in Asia: to
Ephesus, to Smyrna, to Pergamos, to Thyatira, to
Sardis, to Philadelphia, and to Laodicea."
THEN I turned to see the voice that spoke with me. And
having turned I saw seven golden lampstands, and in
the midst of the seven lampstands one like the Son of
Man, clothed with a garment down to the feet and
girded about the chest with a golden band.
HIS head and his hair were white like wool, as white as
snow, and his eyes like a flame of fire; his feet were like
fine brass, as if refined in a furnace, and his voice as the
sound of many waters; he had in his right hand seven
stars, out of his mouth went a sharp two-edged sword,
and his countenance was like the sun shining in its
strength. And when I saw him, I fell at his feet as dead.
BUT he laid his right hand on me, saying to me, "Do not
be afraid; I am the First and the Last. I am he who lives,
and was dead, and behold, I am alive forevermore.
Amen. And I have the keys of Hades and of death.

Write the things which you have seen, and the
things which are, and the things which
will take place after this.
The mystery of the seven stars which you saw in
my right hand, and the seven golden lampstands:
The seven stars are the angels of the seven
churches, and the seven lampstands
which you saw are the seven churches.

T

O the angel of the church of Ephesus write,
‘These things says he who holds the seven stars
in his right hand, who walks in the midst of the
seven golden lampstands: "I know your works,
your labour, your patience, and that you cannot
bear those who are evil. And you have tested
those who say they are apostles and are not, and
have found them to be liars; and you have persevered
and have patience, and have laboured for my name’s
sake and have not become weary.
NEVERTHELESS I have this against you, that you have
left your first love. Remember therefore from where you
have fallen; repent and do the first works, or else I will
come to you quickly and remove your lampstand from
its place—unless you repent. But this you have, that you
hate the deeds of the Nicolaitans, which I also hate.

HE who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to
the churches. To him who overcomes I will give to eat
from the tree of life, which is in the midst of the
paradise of God."‘
AND to the angel of the church in Smyrna write, ‘These
things says the First and the Last, who was dead, and
came to life: "I know your works, tribulation, and
poverty (but you are rich); and I know the blasphemy of
those who say they are Jews and are not, but are a
synagogue of Satan.
DO not fear any of those things which you are about to
suffer. Indeed, the devil is about to throw some of you
into prison, that you may be tested, and you will have
tribulation ten days.

Be faithful until death, and I will give you the
crown of life.
HE who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to
the churches. He who overcomes shall not be hurt by the
second death."‘
AND to the angel of the church in Pergamos write,
‘These things says he who has the sharp two-edged
sword: "I know your works, and where you dwell, where
Satan’s throne is. And you hold fast to my name, and did
not deny my faith even in the days in which Antipas
was my faithful martyr, who was killed among you,
where Satan dwells.

BUT I have a few things against you, because you have
there those who hold the doctrine of Balaam, who taught
Balak to put a stumbling-block before the children of
Israel, to eat things sacrificed to idols, and to commit
sexual immorality. Thus you also have those who hold
the doctrine of the Nicolaitans, which thing I hate.

Repent, or else I will come to you quickly and
will fight against them with the sword of
my mouth.
HE who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to
the churches. To him who overcomes I will give some of
the hidden manna to eat. And I will give him a white
stone, and on the stone a new name written which no
one knows except him who receives it."‘
AND to the angel of the church in Thyatira write, ‘These
things says the Son of God, who has eyes like a flame of
fire, and his feet like fine brass: "I know your works,
love, service, faith, and your patience; and as for your
works, the last are more than the first.
NEVERTHELESS I have a few things against you,
because you allow that woman Jezebel, who calls herself
a prophetess, to teach and seduce my servants to commit
sexual immorality and eat things sacrificed to idols. And
I gave her time to repent of her sexual immorality, and
she did not repent.

INDEED I will cast her into a sick-bed, and those who
commit adultery with her into great tribulation, unless
they repent of their deeds. And I will kill her children
with death, and all the churches shall know that I am he
who searches the minds and hearts. And I will give to
each one of you according to your works.
BUT to you I say, and to the rest in Thyatira, as many as
do not have this doctrine, who have not known the
depths of Satan, as they call them, I will put on you no
other burden. But hold fast what you have till I come.
And he who overcomes, and keeps my works until the
end, to him I will give power over the nations — ‘He
shall rule them with a rod of iron; as the potter’s vessels
shall be broken to pieces’ — as I also have received from
my Father; and I will give him the morning star.
He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to
the churches."‘

A

ND to the angel of the church in Sardis write,
‘These things says he who has the seven
Spirits of God and the seven stars: "I know
your works, that you have a name that you
are alive, but you are dead. "Be watchful, and
strengthen the things which remain, that are
ready to die, for I have not found your works
perfect before God.

REMEMBER therefore how you have received and
heard; hold fast and repent. Therefore if you will not
watch, I will come upon you as a thief, and you will not
know what hour I will come upon you.

You have a few names even in Sardis who have
not defiled their garments; and they shall walk
with me in white, for they are worthy. He who
overcomes shall be clothed in white garments,
and I will not blot out his name from the book of
life; but I will confess his name before my Father
and before his angels.
HE who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to
the churches."‘
AND to the angel of the church in Philadelphia write,
‘These things says he who is holy, he who is true, "He
who has the key of David, he who opens and no one
shuts, and shuts and no one opens": "I know your works.
See, I have set before you an open door, and no one can
shut it; for you have a little strength, have kept my word,
and have not denied my name. Indeed I will make those
of the synagogue of Satan, who say they are Jews and are
not, but lie—indeed I will make them come and worship
before your feet, and to know that I have loved you.

Because you have kept my command to
persevere, I also will keep you from the hour of
trial which shall come upon the whole world, to
test those who dwell on the earth. Behold, I come
quickly! Hold fast what you have, that no one
may take your crown.
HE who overcomes, I will make him a pillar in the
temple of my God, and he shall go out no more. And I
will write on him the name of my God and the name of
the city of my God, the New Jerusalem, which comes
down out of heaven from my God. And I will write on
him my new name.
HE who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to
the churches."‘
AND to the angel of the church of the Laodiceans write,
‘These things says the Amen, the faithful and true
witness, the beginning of the creation of God: "I know
your works, that you are neither cold nor hot. I could
wish you were cold or hot. So then, because you are
lukewarm, and neither cold nor hot, I will vomit you out
of my mouth.
BECAUSE you say, ‘I am rich, have become wealthy, and
have need of nothing’ —and do not know that you are
wretched, miserable, poor, blind, and naked— I counsel
you to buy from me gold refined in the fire, that you
may be rich;

and white garments, that you may be clothed, that the
shame of your nakedness may not be revealed; and
anoint your eyes with eye-salve, that you may see.

As many as I love, I rebuke and chasten.
Therefore be zealous and repent.
Behold, I stand at the door and knock. If anyone
hears my voice and opens the door, I will come in
to him and dine with him, and he with me.
TO him who overcomes I will grant to sit with me on my
throne, as I also overcame and sat down with my Father
on his throne. He who has an ear, let him hear what the
Spirit says to the churches."‘"

A

FTER these things I looked, and behold, a door
standing open in heaven. And the first voice
which I heard was like a trumpet speaking
with me, saying, "Come up here, and I will
show you things which must take place after
this." Immediately I was in the Spirit; and
behold, a throne set in heaven, and one sat on
the throne. And he who sat there was like a jasper and a
sardius stone in appearance; and there was a rainbow
around the throne, in appearance like an emerald.

AROUND the throne were twenty-four thrones, and on
the thrones I saw twenty-four elders sitting, clothed in
white robes; and they had crowns of gold on their heads.
And from the throne proceeded lightnings, thunderings,
and voices. Seven lamps of fire were burning before the
throne, which are the seven Spirits of God. Before the
throne there was a sea of glass, like crystal. And in the
midst of the throne, and around the throne, were four
living creatures full of eyes in front and in back.
THE first living creature was like a lion, the second
living creature like a calf, the third living creature had a
face like a man, and the fourth living creature was like a
flying eagle. And the four living creatures, each having
six wings, were full of eyes around and within. And they
do not rest day or night, saying:
""H
Allm
miigghhttyy,, w
whhoo w
waass aanndd iiss
Hoollyy,, hhoollyy,, hhoollyy,, LLoorrdd G
Goodd A
aanndd iiss ttoo ccoom
mee!!""
WHENEVER the living creatures give glory and honour
and thanks to him who sits on the throne, who lives
forever and ever, the twenty-four elders fall down
before him who sits on the throne and worship him who
lives forever and ever, and cast their crowns before the
throne, saying:
""Y
O LLoorrdd,, ttoo rreecceeiivvee gglloorryy aanndd hhoonnoouurr
woorrtthhyy,, O
Yoouu aarree w
aanndd ppoow
wiillll
weerr;; ffoorr yyoouu ccrreeaatteedd aallll tthhiinnggss,, aanndd bbyy yyoouurr w
tthheeyy eexxiisstt aanndd w
weerree ccrreeaatteedd..""

A

ND I saw in the right hand of him who sat on
the throne a scroll written inside and on the
back, sealed with seven seals. Then I saw a
strong angel proclaiming with a loud voice,
"Who is worthy to open the scroll and to loose
its seals?"

And no one in heaven or
on the earth or under the
earth was able to open
the scroll, or to look at it.
So I wept much, because
no one was found
worthy to open and read
the scroll, or to look at it.

THEN he came and took the scroll out of the right hand
of him who sat on the throne. Now when he had taken
the scroll, the four living creatures and the twenty-four
elders fell down before the Lamb, each having a harp,
and golden bowls full of incense, which are the prayers
of the saints.
AND they sang a new song, saying: "You are worthy to
take the scroll, and to open its seals; for you were slain,
and have redeemed us to God by your blood out of
every tribe and tongue and people and nation, and have
made us kings and priests to our God; and we shall
reign on the earth."
THEN I looked, and I heard the voice of many angels
around the throne, the living creatures, and the elders;
and the number of them was ten thousand times ten
thousand, and thousands of thousands, saying with a
loud voice: "Worthy is the Lamb who was slain to
receive power and riches and wisdom, and strength and
honour and glory and blessing!"
AND every creature which is in heaven and on the earth
and under the earth and such as are in the sea, and all
that are in them, I heard saying: "Blessing and honour
and glory and power be to him who sits on the throne,
and to the Lamb, forever and ever!" Then the four living
creatures said, "Amen!" And the twenty-four elders fell
down and worshipped him who lives forever and ever.

N

OW I saw when the Lamb opened one of the
seals; and I heard one of the four living
creatures saying with a voice like thunder,
"Come and see." And I looked, and behold, a
white horse. He who sat on it had a bow; and a
crown was given to him, and he went out
conquering and to conquer.

WHEN he opened the second seal, I heard the second
living creature saying, "Come and see." And another
horse, fiery red, went out. And it was granted to the one
who sat on it to take peace from the earth, and that
people should kill one another; and there was given to
him a great sword.
WHEN he opened the third seal, I heard the third living
creature say, "Come and see." So I looked, and behold, a
black horse, and he who sat on it had a pair of scales in
his hand. And I heard a voice in the midst of the four
living creatures saying, "A quart of wheat for a denarius,
and three quarts of barley for a denarius; and do not
harm the oil and the wine."
WHEN he opened the fourth seal, I heard the voice of
the fourth living creature saying, "Come and see." And I
looked, and behold, a pale horse. And the name of him
who sat on it was Death, and Hades followed with him.
And power was given to them over a fourth of the earth,
to kill with sword, with hunger, with death, and by the
beasts of the earth.

WHEN he opened the fifth seal, I saw under the altar the
souls of those who had been slain for the word of God
and for the testimony which they held. And they cried
with a loud voice, saying, "How long, O Lord, holy and
true, until You judge and avenge our blood on those
who dwell on the earth?" And a white robe was given to
each of them; and it was said to them that they should
rest a little while longer, until both the number of their
fellow servants and their brethren, who would be killed
as they were, was completed.
I LOOKED when he opened the sixth seal, and behold,
there was a great earthquake; and the sun became black
as sackcloth made of hair, and the moon became like
blood. And the stars of heaven fell to the earth, as a fig
tree drops its late figs when it is shaken by a mighty
wind. Then the sky receded as a scroll when it is rolled
up, and every mountain and island was moved out of its
place. And the kings of the earth, the great men, the rich
men, the commanders, the mighty men, every slave and
every free man, hid themselves in the caves and in the
rocks of the mountains, and said to the mountains and
rocks, "Fall on us and hide us from the face of him who
sits on the throne and from the wrath of the Lamb!
For the great day of his wrath has come, and who is able
to stand?"

A

FTER these things I saw four angels standing at
the four corners of the earth, holding the four
winds of the earth, that the wind should not
blow on the earth, on the sea, or on any tree.
Then I saw another angel ascending from the
east, having the seal of the living God. And he
cried with a loud voice to the four angels to
whom it was granted to harm the earth and the sea,
saying,

"Do not harm the earth, the sea, or the trees
till we have sealed the servants of our God
on their foreheads."
AND I heard the number of those who were sealed. One
hundred and forty-four thousand of all the tribes of the
children of Israel were sealed:
Of the tribe of Judah twelve thousand were sealed; of
the tribe of Reuben twelve thousand were sealed; of the
tribe of Gad twelve thousand were sealed; of the tribe of
Asher twelve thousand were sealed; of the tribe of
Naphtali twelve thousand were sealed; of the tribe of
Manasseh twelve thousand were sealed; of the tribe of
Simeon twelve thousand were sealed; of the tribe of Levi
twelve thousand were sealed; of the tribe of Issachar
twelve thousand were sealed; of the tribe of Zebulun
twelve thousand were sealed; of the tribe of Joseph
twelve thousand were sealed; of the tribe of Benjamin
twelve thousand were sealed.

AFTER these things I looked, and behold, a great
multitude which no one could number, of all nations,
tribes, peoples, and tongues, standing before the throne
and before the Lamb, clothed with white robes, with
palm branches in their hands, and crying out with a loud
voice, saying, "Salvation belongs to our God who sits on
the throne, and to the Lamb!"
ALL the angels stood around the throne and the elders
and the four living creatures, and fell on their faces
before the throne and worshipped God, saying: "Amen!
Blessing and glory and wisdom, thanksgiving and
honour and power and might, be to our God forever and
ever. Amen."
THEN one of the elders answered, saying to me, "Who
are these arrayed in white robes, and where did they
come from?" And I said to him, "Sir, you know." So he
said to me, "These are the ones who come out of the
great tribulation, and washed their robes and made them
white in the blood of the Lamb. Therefore they are
before the throne of God, and serve him day and night
in his temple. And he who sits on the throne will dwell
among them. They shall neither hunger anymore nor
thirst anymore; the sun shall not strike them, nor any
heat; for the Lamb who is in the midst of the throne will
shepherd them and lead them to living fountains of
waters.
And God will wipe away every tear from their eyes."

W

HEN he opened the seventh seal, there was
silence in heaven for about half an hour.
And I saw the seven angels who stand
before God, and to them were given seven
trumpets. Then another angel, having a
golden censer, came and stood at the altar.
And he was given much incense, that he
should offer it with the prayers of all the saints upon the
golden altar which was before the throne. And the
smoke of the incense, with the prayers of the saints,
ascended before God from the angel’s hand. Then the
angel took the censer, filled it with fire from the altar,
and threw it to the earth. And there were noises,
thunderings, lightnings, and an earthquake.

So the seven angels who had the seven
trumpets prepared themselves to sound.
THE first angel sounded: And hail and fire followed,
mingled with blood, and they were thrown to the earth.
And a third of the trees were burned up, and all green
grass was burned up.
THEN the second angel sounded; and something like a
great mountain burning with fire was thrown into the
sea, and a third of the sea became blood. And a third of
the living creatures in the sea died, and a third of the
ships were destroyed.

THEN the third angel sounded: And a great star fell
from heaven, burning like a torch, and it fell on a third
of the rivers and on the springs of water; and the name
of the star is Wormwood; and a third of the waters
became wormwood; and many men died from the water,
because it was made bitter.
THEN the fourth angel sounded: And a third of the sun
was struck, a third of the moon, and a third of the stars,
so that a third of them were darkened; and a third of the
day did not shine, and likewise the night.
AND I looked, and I heard an angel flying through the
midst of heaven, saying with a loud voice,
""W
Wooee,, w
wooee,, w
wooee ttoo tthhee iinnhhaabbiittaannttss ooff tthhee eeaarrtthh,, bbeeccaauussee
ooff tthhee rreem
maaiinniinngg bbllaassttss ooff tthhee ttrruum
mppeett ooff tthhee tthhrreeee
aannggeellss w
whhoo aarree aabboouutt ttoo ssoouunndd!!""
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HEN the fifth angel sounded: And I saw a star
that had fallen from heaven to the earth. And to
him was given the key to the bottomless pit. And
he opened the bottomless pit, and smoke arose
out of the pit like the smoke of a great furnace.
So the sun and the air were darkened because of
the smoke of the pit. Then out of the smoke
locusts came upon the earth. And to them was given
power, as the scorpions of the earth have power.

THEY were commanded not to harm the grass of the
earth, or any green thing, or any tree, but only those men
who do not have the seal of God on their foreheads. And
they were not given authority to kill them, but to
torment them for five months. And their torment was
like the torment of a scorpion when it strikes a man. In
those days men will seek death and will not find it; they
will desire to die, and death will flee from them.
AND the shape of the locusts was like horses prepared
for battle. On their heads were crowns of something like
gold, and their faces were like the faces of men. They
had hair like women’s hair, and their teeth were like
lions’ teeth. And they had breastplates like breastplates
of iron, and the sound of their wings was like the sound
of chariots with many horses running into battle. They
had tails like scorpions, and there were stings in their
tails. And their power was to hurt men for five months.
And they had as king over them the angel of the
bottomless pit, whose name in Hebrew is Abaddon, but
in Greek he has the name Apollyon.
One woe is past. Behold, still two more woes are coming
after these things.
Then the sixth angel sounded: And I heard a voice from
the four horns of the golden altar which is before God,
saying to the sixth angel who had the trumpet,

"Release the four angels who are bound at
the great river Euphrates."

SO the four angels, who had been prepared for the hour
and day and month and year, were released to kill a
third of mankind. Now the number of the army of the
horsemen was two hundred million, and I heard the
number of them.
AND thus I saw the horses in the vision: those who sat
on them had breastplates of fiery red, hyacinth blue, and
sulphur yellow; and the heads of the horses were like
the heads of lions; and out of their mouths came fire,
smoke, and brimstone.
BY these three plagues a third of mankind was killed—
by the fire and the smoke and the brimstone which came
out of their mouths. For their power is in their mouth
and in their tails; for their tails are like serpents, having
heads; and with them they do harm.
BUT the rest of mankind, who were not killed by these
plagues, did not repent of the works of their hands, that
they should not worship demons, and idols of gold,
silver, brass, stone, and wood, which can neither see nor
hear nor walk;
and they did not repent of their murders or their
sorceries or their sexual immorality or their thefts.

A

ND I saw still another mighty angel coming
down from heaven, clothed with a cloud. And
a rainbow was on his head, his face was like
the sun, and his feet like pillars of fire. And
he had a little book open in his hand. And he
set his right foot on the sea and his left foot on
the land, and cried with a loud voice, as when
a lion roars. When he cried out, seven thunders uttered
their voices.
NOW when the seven thunders uttered their voices, I
was about to write; but I heard a voice from heaven
saying to me, "Seal up the things which the seven
thunders uttered, and do not write them." And the angel
whom I saw standing on the sea and on the land lifted
up his hand to heaven and swore by him who lives
forever and ever, who created heaven and the things that
are in it, the earth and the things that are in it, and the
sea and the things that are in it, that there should be
delay no longer, but in the days of the sounding of the
seventh angel, when he is about to sound,

the mystery of God would be finished, as he
declared to his servants the prophets.
THEN the voice which I heard from heaven spoke to me
again and said, "Go, take the little book which is open in
the hand of the angel who stands on the sea and on the
earth." And I went to the angel and said to him, "Give
me the little book."

AND he said to me, "Take and eat it; and it will make
your stomach bitter, but it will be as sweet as honey in
your mouth." And I took the little book out of the
angel’s hand and ate it, and it was as sweet as honey in
my mouth. But when I had eaten it, my stomach became
bitter.
And he said to me, "You must prophesy again about
many peoples, nations, tongues, and kings."
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HEN I was given a reed like a measuring rod.
And the angel stood, saying, "Rise and measure
the temple of God, the altar, and those who
worship there. But leave out the court which is
outside the temple, and do not measure it, for it
has been given to the Gentiles. And they will
tread the holy city underfoot for forty-two
months.
AND I will give power to my two witnesses, and they
will prophesy one thousand two hundred and sixty
days, clothed in sackcloth." These are the two olive trees
and the two lampstands standing before the God of the
earth. And if anyone wants to harm them, fire proceeds
from their mouth and devours their enemies. And if
anyone wants to harm them, he must be killed in this
manner. These have power to shut heaven, so that no
rain falls in the days of their prophecy; and they have
power over waters to turn them to blood, and to strike
the earth with all plagues, as often as they desire.

NOW when they finish their testimony, the beast that
ascends out of the bottomless pit will make war against
them, overcome them, and kill them. And their dead
bodies will lie in the street of the great city which
spiritually is called Sodom and Egypt, where also our
Lord was crucified. Then those from the peoples, tribes,
tongues, and nations will see their dead bodies threeand-a-half days, and not allow their dead bodies to be
put into graves. And those who dwell on the earth will
rejoice over them, make merry, and send gifts to one
another, because these two prophets tormented those
who dwell on the earth.
NOW after the three-and-a-half days the breath of life
from God entered them, and they stood on their feet,
and great fear fell on those who saw them. And they
heard a loud voice from heaven saying to them, "Come
up here." And they ascended to heaven in a cloud, and
their enemies saw them.
IN the same hour there was a great earthquake, and a
tenth of the city fell. In the earthquake seven thousand
people were killed,

and the rest were afraid and gave glory to the
God of heaven.
The second woe is past.
Behold, the third woe is coming quickly.

THEN the seventh angel sounded: And there were loud
voices in heaven, saying,

"The kingdoms of this world have become
the kingdoms of our Lord and of His Christ,
and he shall reign forever and ever!"
AND the twenty-four elders who sat before God on their
thrones fell on their faces and worshipped God, saying:

"We give you thanks, O Lord God Almighty,
the one who is and who was and who is to
come, because you have taken your great
power and reigned.
The nations were angry, and your wrath has
come, and the time of the dead, that they
should be judged, and that you should
reward your servants the prophets and the
saints, and those who fear your name, small
and great, and should destroy those who
destroy the earth."
THEN the temple of God was opened in heaven, and the
ark of his covenant was seen in his temple.
And there were lightnings, noises, thunderings, an
earthquake, and great hail.

N

OW a great sign appeared in heaven: a woman
clothed with the sun, with the moon under her
feet, and on her head a garland of twelve stars.
Then being with child, she cried out in labour
and in pain to give birth. And another sign
appeared in heaven: behold, a great, fiery red
dragon having seven heads and ten horns, and
seven diadems on his heads. His tail drew a third of the
stars of heaven and threw them to the earth. And the
dragon stood before the woman who was ready to give
birth, to devour her child as soon as it was born.
SHE bore a male child who was to rule all nations with a
rod of iron. And her child was caught up to God and his
throne. Then the woman fled into the wilderness, where
she has a place prepared by God, that they should feed
her there one thousand two hundred and sixty days.
AND war broke out in heaven: Michael and his angels
fought with the dragon; and the dragon and his angels
fought, but they did not prevail, nor was a place found
for them in heaven any longer.
SO the great dragon was cast out, that serpent of old,
called the Devil and Satan, who deceives the whole
world; he was cast to the earth, and his angels were cast
out with him. Then I heard a loud voice saying in
heaven, "Now salvation, and strength, and the kingdom
of our God, and the power of his Christ have come, for
the accuser of our brethren, who accused them before
our God day and night, has been cast down.

And they overcame him by the blood of the
Lamb and by the word of their testimony,
and they did not love their lives to the death.
THEREFORE rejoice, O heavens, and you who dwell in
them! Woe to the inhabitants of the earth and the sea!
For the devil has come down to you, having great wrath,
because he knows that he has a short time."
NOW when the dragon saw that he had been cast to the
earth, he persecuted the woman who gave birth to the
male child. But the woman was given two wings of a
great eagle, that she might fly into the wilderness to her
place, where she is nourished for a time and times and
half a time, from the presence of the serpent.
SO the serpent spewed water out of his mouth like a
flood after the woman, that he might cause her to be
carried away by the flood. But the earth helped the
woman, and the earth opened its mouth and swallowed
up the flood which the dragon had spewed out of his
mouth. And the dragon was enraged with the woman,
and he went to make war with the rest of her offspring,
who keep the commandments of God and have the
testimony of Jesus Christ.
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HEN I stood on the sand of the sea. And I saw a
beast rising up out of the sea, having seven
heads and ten horns, and on his horns ten
crowns, and on his heads a blasphemous name.
Now the beast which I saw was like a leopard,
his feet were like the feet of a bear, and his
mouth like the mouth of a lion. And the dragon
gave him his power, his throne, and great authority.
I SAW one of his heads as if it had been mortally
wounded, and his deadly wound was healed. And all
the world marvelled and followed the beast. So they
worshipped the dragon who gave authority to the beast;
and they worshipped the beast, saying, "Who is like the
beast? Who is able to make war with him?" And he was
given a mouth speaking great things and blasphemies,
and he was given authority to continue for forty-two
months. Then he opened his mouth in blasphemy
against God, to blaspheme his name, his tabernacle, and
those who dwell in heaven.
AND it was granted to him to make war with the saints
and to overcome them. And he was given authority over
every tribe, tongue, and nation. All who dwell on the
earth will worship him, whose names have not been
written in the book of life of the Lamb slain from the
foundation of the world.

IF ANYONE HAS AN EAR, LET HIM HEAR.

HE who leads into captivity shall go into captivity; he
who kills with the sword must be killed with the sword.
Here is the patience and the faith of the saints.
THEN I saw another beast coming up out of the earth,
and he had two horns like a lamb and spoke like a
dragon. And he exercises all the authority of the first
beast in his presence, and causes the earth and those
who dwell in it to worship the first beast, whose deadly
wound was healed. He performs great signs, so that he
even makes fire come down from heaven on the earth in
the sight of men. And he deceives those who dwell on
the earth by those signs which he was granted to do in
the sight of the beast, telling those who dwell on the
earth to make an image to the beast who was wounded
by the sword and lived.
HE was granted power to give breath to the image of the
beast, that the image of the beast should both speak and
cause as many as would not worship the image of the
beast to be killed. And he causes all, both small and
great, rich and poor, free and slave, to receive a mark on
their right hand or on their foreheads, and that no one
may buy or sell except one who has the mark or the
name of the beast, or the number of his name.
HERE is wisdom. Let him who has understanding
calculate the number of the beast, for it is the number of
a man: his number is 666.

T

HEN I looked, and behold, a Lamb standing on
Mount Zion, and with him one hundred and
forty-four thousand, having his Father’s name
written on their foreheads. And I heard a voice
from heaven, like the voice of many waters, and
like the voice of loud thunder. And I heard the
sound of harpists playing their harps. And they
sang as it were a new song before the throne, before the
four living creatures, and the elders; and no one could
learn that song except the hundred and forty-four
thousand who were redeemed from the earth.

THESE are the ones who were not defiled with women,
for they are virgins. These are the ones who follow the
Lamb wherever he goes. These were redeemed from
among men, being first-fruits to God and to the Lamb.
And in their mouth was found no guile, for they are
without fault before the throne of God.
THEN I saw another angel flying in the midst of heaven,
having the everlasting gospel to preach to those who
dwell on the earth—to every nation, tribe, tongue, and
people—saying with a loud voice,

"Fear God and give glory to him, for the hour
of his judgement has come; and worship him
who made heaven and earth, the sea and
springs of water."

AND another angel followed, saying, "Babylon is fallen,
is fallen, that great city, because she has made all nations
drink of the wine of the wrath of her fornication."
THEN a third angel followed them, saying with a loud
voice, "If anyone worships the beast and his image, and
receives his mark on his forehead or on his hand, he
himself shall also drink of the wine of the wrath of God,
which is poured out full strength into the cup of his
indignation. And he shall be tormented with fire and
brimstone in the presence of the holy angels and in the
presence of the Lamb. And the smoke of their torment
ascends forever and ever; and they have no rest day or
night, who worship the beast and his image, and
whoever receives the mark of his name."

Here is the patience of the saints; here are
those who keep the commandments of God
and the faith of Jesus.
THEN I heard a voice from heaven saying to me,

"Write: ‘Blessed are the dead who die in the
Lord from now on.’" "Yes," says the Spirit,
"that they may rest from their labours, and
their works follow them."
AND then I looked, and behold, a white cloud, and on
the cloud sat one like the Son of Man, having on his
head a golden crown, and in his hand a sharp sickle.

AND another angel came out of the temple, crying with
a loud voice to him who sat on the cloud, "Thrust in your
sickle and reap, for the time has come for you to reap, for
the harvest of the earth is ripe." So he who sat on the
cloud thrust in his sickle on the earth, and the earth was
reaped.
THEN another angel came out of the temple which is in
heaven, he also having a sharp sickle. And another angel
came out from the altar, who had power over fire, and he
cried with a loud cry to him who had the sharp sickle,
saying, "Thrust in your sharp sickle and gather the
clusters of the vine of the earth, for her grapes are fully
ripe." So the angel thrust his sickle into the earth and
gathered the vine of the earth, and threw it into the great
winepress of the wrath of God.
AND the winepress was trampled outside the city, and
blood came out of the winepress, up to the horses’
bridles, for one thousand six hundred furlongs.*

*[Literally: stadia, ~184 miles]
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HEN I saw another sign in heaven, great and
marvellous: seven angels having the seven last
plagues, for in them the wrath of God is
complete. And I saw something like a sea of
glass mingled with fire, and those who have the
victory over the beast, over his image and over
his mark and over the number of his name,
standing on the sea of glass, having harps of God.
And they sing the song of Moses, the servant of God,
and the song of the Lamb, saying:

"Great and marvellous are your works, Lord
God Almighty! Just and true are your ways,
O King of the saints! Who shall not fear you,
O Lord, and glorify your name? For you
alone are holy. For all nations shall come and
worship before you, for your judgements
have been manifested."
AFTER these things I looked, and behold, the temple of
the tabernacle of the testimony in heaven was opened.
And out of the temple came the seven angels having the
seven plagues, clothed in pure bright linen, and having
their chests girded with golden bands.
THEN one of the four living creatures gave to the seven
angels seven golden bowls full of the wrath of God who
lives forever and ever.

The temple was filled with smoke from the
glory of God and from his power, and no one
was able to enter the temple till the seven
plagues of the seven angels were completed.
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HEN I heard a loud voice from the temple
saying to the seven angels, "Go and pour out the
bowls of the wrath of God on the earth." So the
first went and poured out his bowl upon the
earth, and a foul and loathsome sore came upon
the men who had the mark of the beast and
those who worshipped his image.

THEN the second angel poured out his bowl on the sea,
and it became blood as of a dead man; and every living
creature in the sea died.
THEN the third angel poured out his bowl on the rivers
and springs of water, and they became blood. And I
heard the angel of the waters saying:

"You are righteous, O Lord, the one who is
and who was and who is to be, because you
have judged these things. For they have shed
the blood of saints and prophets, and you
have given them blood to drink.
For it is their just due."

AND I heard another from the altar saying, "Even so,
Lord God Almighty, true and righteous are your
judgements." Then the fourth angel poured out his bowl
on the sun, and power was given to him to scorch men
with fire. And men were scorched with great heat, and
they blasphemed the name of God who has power over
these plagues; and they did not repent and give him
glory.
THEN the fifth angel poured out his bowl on the throne
of the beast, and his kingdom became full of darkness;
and they gnawed their tongues because of the pain. And
they blasphemed the God of heaven because of their
pains and their sores, and did not repent of their deeds.
THEN the sixth angel poured out his bowl on the great
river Euphrates, and its water was dried up, so that the
way of the kings from the east might be prepared. And I
saw three unclean spirits like frogs coming out of the
mouth of the dragon, out of the mouth of the beast, and
out of the mouth of the false prophet. For they are spirits
of demons, performing signs, which go out to the kings
of the earth and of the whole world, to gather them to
the battle of that great day of God Almighty.

"Behold, I am coming as a thief. Blessed is he who
watches, and keeps his garments, lest he walk
naked and they should see his shame."

AND they gathered them together to the place called in
Hebrew, Armageddon.
THEN the seventh angel poured out his bowl into the
air, and a loud voice came out of the temple of heaven,
from the throne, saying,

"It is done!"
AND there were noises and thunderings and lightnings;
and there was a great earthquake, such a mighty and
great earthquake as had not occurred since men were on
the earth.
NOW the great city was divided into three parts, and the
cities of the nations fell. And great Babylon was
remembered before God, to give her the cup of the wine
of the fierceness of his wrath.
THEN every island fled away, and the mountains were
not found. And great hail from heaven fell upon men,
each hailstone about the weight of a talent.
Men blasphemed God because of the plague of the hail,
since that plague was exceedingly great.
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HEN one of the seven angels who had the seven
bowls came and talked with me, saying to me,
"Come, I will show you the judgement of the
great prostitute who sits on many waters, with
whom the kings of the earth committed
fornication, and the inhabitants of the earth
were made drunk with the wine of her
fornication."

SO he carried me away in the Spirit into the wilderness.
And I saw a woman sitting on a scarlet beast which was
full of names of blasphemy, having seven heads and ten
horns. The woman was arrayed in purple and scarlet,
and adorned with gold and precious stones and pearls,
having in her hand a golden cup full of abominations
and the filthiness of her fornication. And on her
forehead a name was written:
MYSTERY, BABYLON THE GREAT, THE MOTHER OF
PROSTITUTES AND OF THE
ABOMINATIONS OF THE EARTH.

And I saw the woman, drunk with the blood
of the saints and with the blood of the
martyrs of Jesus.
AND when I saw her, I marvelled with great
amazement. But the angel said to me, "Why did you
marvel? I will tell you the mystery of the woman and of
the beast that carries her, which has the seven heads and
the ten horns.

THE beast that you saw was, and is not, and will ascend
out of the bottomless pit and go to perdition. And those
who dwell on the earth will marvel, whose names are
not written in the book of life from the foundation of
the world, when they see the beast that was, and is not,
and yet is.
HERE is the mind which has wisdom: The seven heads
are seven mountains on which the woman sits.
THERE are also seven kings. Five have fallen, one is, and
the other has not yet come. And when he comes, he must
continue a short time.
AND the beast that was, and is not, is himself also the
eighth, and is of the seven, and is going to perdition.
THE ten horns which you saw are ten kings who have
received no kingdom as yet, but they receive authority
for one hour as kings with the beast. These are of one
mind, and they will give their power and authority to
the beast.

These will make war with the Lamb, and the
Lamb will overcome them, for he is
Lord of lords and King of kings;
and those who are with him are called,
chosen, and faithful."

THEN he said to me, "The waters which you saw, where
the prostitute sits, are peoples, multitudes, nations, and
tongues. And the ten horns which you saw on the beast,
these will hate the prostitute, make her desolate and
naked, eat her flesh and burn her with fire. For God has
put it into their hearts to fulfil his purpose, to be of one
mind, and to give their kingdom to the beast,

UNTIL
THE WORDS OF GOD
ARE FULFILLED.
And the woman whom you saw is that great city which
reigns over the kings of the earth."
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FTER these things I saw another angel coming
down from heaven, having great authority, and
the earth was illuminated with his glory. And
he cried mightily with a loud voice, saying,
"Babylon the great is fallen, is fallen, and has
become a dwelling place of demons, a prison
for every foul spirit, and a cage for every
unclean and hated bird! For all the nations have drunk
of the wine of the wrath of her fornication, the kings of
the earth have committed fornication with her, and the
merchants of the earth have become rich through the
abundance of her luxury."

AND I heard another voice from heaven saying, "Come
out of her, my people, lest you share in her sins, and lest
you receive of her plagues.

For her sins have reached to heaven, and God
has remembered her iniquities.
RENDER to her just as she rendered to you, and repay
her double according to her works; in the cup which she
has mixed, mix double for her. In the measure that she
glorified herself and lived luxuriously, in the same
measure give her torment and sorrow; for she says in her
heart, ‘I sit as queen, and am no widow, and will not see
sorrow.’ Therefore her plagues will come in one day—
death and mourning and famine.

And she will be utterly burned with fire,
for strong is the Lord God who judges her.
AND the kings of the earth who committed fornication
and lived luxuriously with her will weep and lament for
her, when they see the smoke of her burning, standing at
a distance for fear of her torment, saying, ‘Alas, alas, that
great city Babylon, that mighty city!

For in one hour your judgement has come.’

AND the merchants of the earth will weep and mourn
over her, for no one buys their merchandise anymore:
merchandise of gold and silver, precious stones and
pearls, fine linen and purple, silk and scarlet, every kind
of citron wood, every kind of object of ivory, every kind
of object of most precious wood, bronze, iron, and
marble; and cinnamon and incense, fragrant oil and
frankincense, wine and oil, fine flour and wheat, cattle
and sheep, horses and chariots, and bodies and souls of
men. And the fruit that your soul longed for has gone
from you, and all the things which are rich and splendid
have gone from you, and you shall find them no more at
all.
THE merchants of these things, who became rich by her,
will stand at a distance for fear of her torment, weeping
and wailing, and saying, ‘Alas, alas, that great city that
was clothed in fine linen, purple, and scarlet, and
adorned with gold and precious stones and pearls! For in
one hour such great riches came to nothing.’
AND every shipowner, all who travel by ship, sailors,
and as many as trade on the sea, stood at a distance and
cried out when they saw the smoke of her burning,
saying, ‘What is like this great city?’
AND they threw dust on their heads and cried out,
weeping and wailing, and saying, ‘Alas, alas, that great
city, in which all who had ships on the sea became rich
by her wealth! For in one hour she is made desolate.’

Rejoice over her, O heaven, and you holy
apostles and prophets, for God has avenged
you on her!"
THEN a mighty angel took up a stone like a great
millstone and threw it into the sea, saying, "Thus with
violence the great city Babylon shall be thrown down,
and shall not be found anymore.
THE sound of harpists, musicians, flautists, and
trumpeters shall not be heard in you any more. And no
craftsman of any craft shall be found in you any more.
And the sound of a millstone shall not be heard in you
any more.
THE light of a lamp shall not shine in you anymore. And
the voice of bridegroom and bride shall not be heard in
you any more. For your merchants were the great men of
the earth, for by your sorcery all the nations were
deceived.

And in her was found the blood of prophets
and saints, and of all who were slain
on the earth."
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FTER these things I heard a loud voice of a
great multitude in heaven, saying, "Alleluia!
Salvation and glory and honour and power
belong to the Lord our God! For true and
righteous are his judgements, because he has
judged the great prostitute who corrupted the
earth with her fornication; and he has avenged
on her the blood of his servants shed by her."
AND again they said, "Alleluia! Her smoke rises up
forever and ever!" And the twenty-four elders and the
four living creatures fell down and worshipped God
who sat on the throne, saying, "Amen! Alleluia!"
THEN a voice came from the throne, saying, "Praise our
God, all you his servants and those who fear him, both
small and great!" And I heard, as it were, the voice of a
great multitude, as the sound of many waters and as the
sound of mighty thunderings, saying,

"Alleluia! For the Lord God Omnipotent
reigns! Let us be glad and rejoice and give
him glory, for the marriage of the Lamb has
come, and his wife has made herself ready."
AND to her it was granted to be arrayed in fine linen,
clean and bright, for the fine linen is the righteous acts
of the saints.

THEN he said to me, "Write: ‘Blessed are those who are
called to the marriage supper of the Lamb!’" And he said
to me, "These are the true sayings of God."
AND I fell at his feet to worship him. But he said to me,
"See that you do not do that! I am your fellow servant,
and of your brethren who have the testimony of Jesus.
Worship God! For the testimony of Jesus is the spirit of
prophecy."
NOW I saw heaven opened, and behold, a white horse.
And he who sat on him was called Faithful and True,
and in righteousness he judges and makes war. His eyes
were like a flame of fire, and on his head were many
crowns. He had a name written that no one knew except
himself.

He was clothed with a robe dipped in blood,
and his name is called the Word of God.
AND the armies in heaven, clothed in fine linen, white
and clean, followed Him on white horses. Now out of
his mouth goes a sharp sword, that with it he should
strike the nations. And he himself will rule them with a
rod of iron. He himself treads the winepress of the
fierceness and wrath of Almighty God.

And he has on his robe and on his thigh
a name written:

THEN I saw an angel standing in the sun; and he cried
with a loud voice, saying to all the birds that fly in the
midst of heaven, "Come and gather together for the
supper of the great God, that you may eat the flesh of
kings, the flesh of captains, the flesh of mighty men, the
flesh of horses and of those who sit on them, and the
flesh of all people, free and slave, both small and great."
AND I saw the beast, the kings of the earth, and their
armies, gathered together to make war against him who
sat on the horse and against his army. Then the beast
was captured, and with him the false prophet who
worked signs in his presence, by which he deceived
those who received the mark of the beast and those who
worshipped his image. These two were cast alive into
the lake of fire burning with brimstone. And the rest
were killed with the sword which proceeded from the
mouth of him who sat on the horse.
And all the birds were filled with their flesh.
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HEN I saw an angel coming down from heaven,
having the key to the bottomless pit and a great
chain in his hand. He laid hold of the dragon,
that serpent of old, who is the Devil and Satan,
and bound him for a thousand years; and he cast
him into the bottomless pit, and shut him up,
and set a seal on him, so that he should deceive
the nations no more till the thousand years were
finished. But after these things he must be released for a
little while.

AND I saw thrones, and they sat on them, and
judgement was committed to them. And I saw the souls
of those who had been beheaded for their witness to
Jesus and for the word of God, who had not worshipped
the beast or his image, and had not received his mark on
their foreheads or on their hands. And they lived and
reigned with Christ for a thousand years.
BUT the rest of the dead did not live again until the
thousand years were finished. This is the first
resurrection. Blessed and holy is he who has part in the
first resurrection. Over such the second death has no
power, but they shall be priests of God and of Christ,
and shall reign with him a thousand years.
NOW when the thousand years have expired, Satan will
be released from his prison and will go out to deceive
the nations which are in the four corners of the earth,
Gog and Magog, to gather them together to battle, whose
number is as the sand of the sea.
THEY went up on the breadth of the earth and
surrounded the camp of the saints and the beloved city.
And fire came down from God out of heaven and
devoured them.
AND the devil, who deceived them, was cast into the
lake of fire and brimstone where the beast and the false
prophet are. And they will be tormented day and night
forever and ever.

THEN I SAW A GREAT WHITE
THRONE AND HIM WHO SAT ON IT,
FROM WHOSE FACE THE EARTH
AND THE HEAVEN FLED AWAY.
AND THERE WAS FOUND NO PLACE
FOR THEM.
AND I saw the dead, small and great, standing before
God, and books were opened. And another book was
opened, which is the book of life.

And the dead were judged according to their
works, by the things which were written
in the books.
THE sea gave up the dead who were in it, and death and
Hades delivered up the dead who were in them. And
they were judged, each one according to his works.
THEN death and Hades were cast into the lake of fire.
This is the second death. And anyone not found written
in the book of life was cast into the lake of fire.
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ND I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the
first heaven and the first earth had passed
away. Also there was no more sea. Then I, John,
saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down
out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride
adorned for her husband. And I heard a loud
voice from heaven saying,

"Behold, the tabernacle of God is with men,
and he will dwell with them, and they shall
be his people. God himself will be with them
and be their God. And God will wipe away
every tear from their eyes; there shall be no
more death, nor sorrow, nor crying,
and there shall be no more pain,
for the former things have passed away."
Then he who sat on the throne said,

"Behold, I make all things new."
And he said to me,

"Write, for these words are true and faithful."
And he said to me,

THE BEGINNING AND THE END. I WILL
GIVE OF THE FOUNTAIN OF THE WATER OF
LIFE FREELY TO HIM WHO THIRSTS.
HE WHO OVERCOMES SHALL INHERIT ALL
THINGS, AND I WILL BE HIS GOD AND
HE SHALL BE MY SON.
BUT the cowardly, unbelieving, abominable, murderers,
sexually immoral, sorcerers, idolaters, and all liars shall
have their part in the lake which burns with fire and
brimstone, which is the second death."
THEN one of the seven angels who had the seven bowls
filled with the seven last plagues came to me and talked
with me, saying, "Come, I will show you the bride, the
Lamb’s wife." And he carried me away in the Spirit to a
great and high mountain, and showed me the great city,
the holy Jerusalem, descending out of heaven from God,
having the glory of God. And her light was like a most
precious stone, like a jasper stone, clear as crystal.
ALSO she had a great and high wall with twelve gates,
and twelve angels at the gates, and names written on
them, which are the names of the twelve tribes of the
children of Israel: three gates on the east, three gates on
the north, three gates on the south, and three gates on
the west. Now the wall of the city had twelve
foundations, and on them were the names of the twelve
apostles of the Lamb.

AND he who talked with me had a gold reed to measure
the city, its gates, and its wall. And the city is laid out as
a square; its length is as great as its breadth. And he
measured the city with the reed: twelve thousand
furlongs. Its length, breadth, and height are equal. Then
he measured its wall: one hundred and forty-four cubits,
according to the measure of a man, that is, of an angel.
AND the construction of its wall was of jasper; and the
city was pure gold, like clear glass. And the foundations
of the wall of the city were adorned with all kinds of
precious stones: the first foundation was jasper, the
second sapphire, the third chalcedony, the fourth
emerald, the fifth sardonyx, the sixth sardius, the
seventh chrysolite, the eighth beryl, the ninth topaz, the
tenth chrysoprase, the eleventh jacinth, and the twelfth
amethyst.
THE twelve gates were twelve pearls: each individual
gate was of one pearl. And the street of the city was pure
gold, like transparent glass.

But I saw no temple in it, for the
Lord God Almighty and the Lamb are its
temple. And the city had no need of the sun
or of the moon to shine in it,
for the glory of God illuminated it, and the
Lamb is its light.

AND the nations of those who are saved shall walk in
its light, and the kings of the earth bring their glory and
honour into it. Its gates shall not be shut at all by day
(there shall be no night there). And they shall bring the
glory and the honour of the nations into it.
BUT there shall by no means enter it anything that
defiles, or causes an abomination or a lie,

but only those who are written in the Lamb’s
book of life.

A

ND he showed me a pure river of water of life,
clear as crystal, proceeding from the throne of
God and of the Lamb. In the middle of its
street, and on either side of the river, was the
tree of life, which bore twelve fruits, each tree
yielding its fruit every month. The leaves of the
tree were for the healing of the nations.

AND there shall be no more curse, but the throne of God
and of the Lamb shall be in it, and his servants shall
serve him. They shall see his face, and his name shall be
on their foreheads. And there shall be no night there:
They need no lamp nor light of the sun, for the Lord
God gives them light. And they shall reign forever and
ever.

THEN he said to me, "These words are faithful and
true." And the Lord God of the holy prophets sent his
angel to show his servants the things which must shortly
take place.

"Behold, I am coming quickly!
Blessed is he who keeps the words of the
prophecy of this book."
NOW I, John, saw and heard these things. And when I
heard and saw, I fell down to worship before the feet of
the angel who showed me these things. Then he said to
me, "See that you do not do that. For I am your fellow
servant, and of your brethren the prophets, and of those
who keep the words of this book. Worship God." And he
said to me,

"Do not seal the words of the prophecy of
this book, for the time is at hand.
He who is unjust, let him be unjust still;
he who is filthy, let him be filthy still;
he who is righteous,
let him be righteous still;
he who is holy, let him be holy still."

"And behold, I am coming quickly, and my
reward is with me, to give to every one
according to his work.
I am the Alpha and the Omega,
the Beginning and the End,
the First and the Last."
BLESSED are those who do his commandments, that
they may have the right to the tree of life, and may enter
through the gates into the city.
BUT outside are dogs and sorcerers and sexually
immoral and murderers and idolaters, and whoever
loves and practises a lie.

"I, Jesus, have sent my angel to testify to you these
things in the churches.
I am the Root and the Offspring of David,
the Bright and Morning Star."

And let him who thirsts come.
Whoever desires,
let him take the water of life freely.
FOR I testify to everyone who hears the words of the
prophecy of this book: If anyone adds to these things,
God will add to him the plagues that are written in this
book; and if anyone takes away from the words of the
book of this prophecy, God shall take away his part
from the book of life, from the holy city, and from the
things which are written in this book.
HE who testifies to these things says,

"SURELY I AM COMING QUICKLY."
Amen.
Even so, come, Lord Jesus!

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all.

+AMEN+

