o not desire the night, when people are cut

off in their place. Take heed, do not turn to
iniquity, for you have chosen this rather than
affliction. Behold, God is exalted by his power; who
teaches like him? Who has assigned him his way, or
who has said, ‘You have done wrong’?
Remember to magnify his work, of which men have
sung. Everyone has seen it; man looks on it from
afar. Behold, God is great, and we do not know
him; nor can the number of his years be discovered.
For he draws up drops of water, which distil as rain
from the mist, which the clouds drop down and
pour abundantly on man. Indeed, can anyone
understand the spreading of clouds, the thunder
from his canopy?
Look, he scatters his light upon it, and covers the
depths of the sea. For by these he judges the
peoples; he gives food in abundance. He covers his
hands with lightning, and commands it to strike.
His thunder declares it, the cattle also, concerning
the rising storm."
Job 36: 20 – 33

o you know when God dispatches them, and

causes the light of his cloud to shine? Do you
know how the clouds are balanced, those
wondrous works of him who is perfect in
knowledge?
Why are your garments hot, when he quiets the
earth by the south wind? With him, have you
spread out the skies, strong as a cast metal mirror?
Teach us what we should say to him, for we can
prepare nothing because of the darkness.
Should he be told that I wish to speak? If a man
were to speak, surely he would be swallowed up.
Even now men cannot look at the light when it is
bright in the skies, when the wind has passed and
cleared them. He comes from the north as golden
splendour; with God is awesome majesty.
As for the Almighty, we cannot find him; he is
excellent in power, in judgement and abundant
justice; he does not oppress. Therefore men fear
him; he shows no partiality to any who are wise of
heart."
Job 37: 15 – 24

T

hen the LORD answered Job out of the

whirlwind, and said: "Who is this who
darkens
counsel
by
words
without
knowledge? Now prepare yourself like a man; I will
question you, and you shall answer me.

Where were you when I laid the foundations of the
earth? Tell me, if you have understanding. Who
determined its measurements? Surely you know! Or
who stretched the line upon it? To what were its
foundations fastened? Or who laid its cornerstone,
when the morning stars sang together, and all the
sons of God shouted for joy?
Or who shut in the sea with doors, when it burst
forth and issued from the womb; when I made the
clouds its garment, and thick darkness its
swaddling band; when I fixed my limit for it, and
set bars and doors; when I said, ‘This far you may
come, but no farther, and here your proud waves
must stop!’
Have you commanded the morning since your days
began, and caused the dawn to know its place, that
it might take hold of the ends of the earth, and the
wicked be shaken out of it? It takes on form like
clay under a seal, and stands out like a garment.
From the wicked their light is withheld, and the
upraised arm is broken.

Have you entered the springs of the sea? Or have
you walked in search of the depths? Have the gates
of death been revealed to you? Or have you seen the
doors of the shadow of death? Have you
comprehended the breadth of the earth? Tell me, if
you know all this. Where is the way to the dwelling
of light? And darkness, where is its place, that you
may take it to its territory, that you may know the
paths to its home? Do you know it, because you
were born then, or because the number of your days
is great?"
Job 38: 1 – 21

"W

hen the waves of death surrounded me,

the floods of ungodliness made me afraid.
The sorrows of Sheol surrounded me; the
snares of death confronted me. In my distress I
called upon the LORD, and cried out to my God;
he heard my voice from his temple, and my cry
entered his ears.

Then the earth shook and trembled; the
foundations of heaven quaked and were shaken,
because he was angry. Smoke went up from his
nostrils, and devouring fire from his mouth; coals
were kindled by it. He bowed the heavens also, and
came down with darkness under his feet. He rode
upon a cherub, and flew; and he was seen upon the
wings of the wind.
He made darkness canopies around him, dark
waters and thick clouds of the skies. From the
brightness before him coals of fire were kindled.
The LORD thundered from heaven, and the Most
High uttered his voice.
He sent out arrows and scattered them; lightning
bolts, and he vanquished them. Then the channels
of the sea were seen, the foundations of the world
were uncovered, at the rebuke of the LORD, at the
blast of the breath of his nostrils."
II Samuel 22: 5 – 16

S

ing to the LORD, all the earth; proclaim the

good news of his salvation from day to day.
Declare his glory among the nations, his
wonders among all peoples. For the LORD is great
and greatly to be praised; he is also to be feared
above all gods.

For all the gods of the peoples are idols, but the
LORD made the heavens. Honour and majesty are
before him; strength and gladness are in his place.
Give to the LORD, O families of the peoples, give
to the LORD glory and strength. Give to the
LORD the glory due his name; bring an offering,
and come before him. Oh, worship the LORD in
the beauty of holiness!
Tremble before him, all the earth. The world also is
firmly established, it shall not be moved. Let the
heavens rejoice, and let the earth be glad; and let
them say among the nations, "The LORD reigns."
Let the sea roar, and all its fullness; let the field
rejoice, and all that is in it. Then the trees of the
woods shall rejoice before the LORD, for he is
coming to judge the earth.
Oh, give thanks to the LORD, for he is good! For
his mercy endures forever.
I Chronicles 16: 23 – 34

H

e made darkness his secret place; his canopy

around him was dark waters and thick clouds of
the skies. From the brightness before him, his
thick clouds passed with hailstones and coals of
fire.

The LORD thundered from heaven, and the Most
High uttered his voice, hailstones and coals of fire.
He sent out his arrows and scattered the foe,
lightnings in abundance, and he vanquished them.
Then the channels of the sea were seen, the
foundations of the world were uncovered at your
rebuke, O LORD, at the blast of the breath of your
nostrils. He sent from above, he took me; he drew
me out of many waters.

He delivered me from my strong enemy, from those
who hated me, for they were too strong for me.
They confronted me in the day of my calamity, but
the LORD was my support. He also brought me
out into a broad place; he delivered me because he
delighted in me. The LORD rewarded me
according to my righteousness; according to the
cleanness of my hands he has recompensed me.
For I have kept the ways of the LORD, and have
not wickedly departed from my God. For all his
judgements were before me, and I did not put away
his statutes from me.
I was also blameless before him, and I kept myself
from my iniquity. Therefore the LORD has
recompensed me according to my righteousness,
according to the cleanness of my hands in his sight.
With the merciful you will show yourself merciful;
with a blameless man you will show yourself
blameless; with the pure you will show yourself
pure; and with the devious you will show yourself
shrewd. For you will save the humble people, but
will bring down haughty looks.
For you will light my lamp; the LORD my God will
enlighten my darkness.
Psalms 18: 11 – 28

T

he heavens declare the glory of God; and the

firmament shows his handiwork. Day unto
day utters speech, and night unto night
reveals knowledge. There is no speech nor language
where their voice is not heard. Their line has gone
out through all the earth, and their words to the
end of the world. In them he has set a tabernacle
for the sun, which is like a bridegroom coming out
of his chamber, and rejoices like a strong man to
run its race. Its rising is from one end of heaven,
and its circuit to the other end; and there is nothing
hidden from its heat.

The law of the LORD is perfect, converting the
soul; the testimony of the LORD is sure, making
wise the simple; the statutes of the LORD are right,
rejoicing the heart; the commandment of the
LORD is pure, enlightening the eyes; the fear of the
LORD is clean, enduring forever; the judgements of
the LORD are true and righteous altogether. More
to be desired are they than gold, yea, than much
fine gold; sweeter also than honey and the
honeycomb.
Psalms 19: 1 – 10

Y

our mercy, O LORD, is in the heavens; your

faithfulness reaches to the clouds. Your
righteousness is like the great mountains; your
judgements are a great deep; O LORD, you
preserve man and beast.

How precious is your loving-kindness, O God!
Therefore the children of men put their trust under
the shadow of your wings. They are abundantly
satisfied with the fullness of your house, and you
give them drink from the river of your pleasures.
For with you is the fountain of life; in your light we
see light. Oh, continue your loving-kindness to
those who know you, and your righteousness to the
upright in heart.
Psalms 36: 5 – 10

ommit your way to the LORD, trust also in

him, and he shall bring it to pass. He shall
bring forth your righteousness as the light,
and your justice as the noonday. Rest in the LORD,
and wait patiently for him; do not fret because of
him who prospers in his way, because of the man
who brings wicked schemes to pass. Cease from
anger, and forsake wrath; do not fret—it only
causes harm. For evildoers shall be cut off; but
those who wait on the LORD, they shall inherit the
earth.
For yet a little while and the wicked shall be no
more; indeed, you will look carefully for his place,
but it shall be no more. But the meek shall inherit
the earth, and shall delight themselves in the
abundance of peace. The wicked plots against the
just, and gnashes at him with his teeth. The Lord
laughs at him, for he sees that his day is coming.
Psalms 37: 5 – 13

O

God, how long will the adversary reproach?

Will the enemy blaspheme your name
forever? Why do you withdraw your hand,
even your right hand? Take it out of your bosom
and destroy them. For God is my King from of old,
working salvation in the midst of the earth. You
divided the sea by your strength; you broke the
heads of the sea serpents in the waters. You broke
the heads of Leviathan in pieces, and gave him as
food to the people inhabiting the wilderness. You
broke open the fountain and the flood; you dried up
mighty rivers.
The day is yours, the night also is yours; you have
prepared the light and the sun. You have set all the
borders of the earth; you have made summer and
winter. Remember this, that the enemy has
reproached, O LORD, and that a foolish people has
blasphemed your name. Oh, do not deliver the life
of your turtledove to the wild beast! Do not forget
the life of your poor forever. Have respect to the
covenant; for the dark places of the earth are full of
the haunts of cruelty. Oh, do not let the oppressed
return ashamed! Let the poor and needy praise your
name.
Arise, O God, plead your own cause; remember
how the foolish man reproaches you daily. Do not
forget the voice of your enemies; the tumult of
those who rise up against you increases continually.
Psalms 74: 10 – 23

F

or he satisfies the longing soul, and fills the

hungry soul with goodness. Those who sat in
darkness and in the shadow of death, bound in
affliction and irons—because they rebelled against
the words of God, and despised the counsel of the
Most High, therefore he brought down their heart
with labour; they fell down, and there was none to
help. Then they cried out to the LORD in their
trouble, and he saved them out of their distresses.
He brought them out of darkness and the shadow
of death, and broke their chains in pieces. Oh, that
men would give thanks to the LORD for his
goodness, and for his wonderful works to the
children of men!
Psalms 107: 9 – 15

W

here can I go from your Spirit? Or where

can I flee from your presence? If I ascend
into heaven, you are there; if I make my
bed in hell, behold, you are there. If I take the
wings of the morning, and dwell in the uttermost
parts of the sea, even there your hand shall lead me,
and your right hand shall hold me.

If I say, "Surely the darkness shall fall on me," even
the night shall be light about me; indeed, the
darkness shall not hide from you, but the night
shines as the day; the darkness and the light are
both alike to you.
For you formed my inward parts; you covered me in
my mother’s womb. I will praise you, for I am
fearfully and wonderfully made; marvellous are
your works, and that my soul knows very well.
My frame was not hidden from you, when I was
made in secret, and skilfully wrought in the lowest
parts of the earth. Your eyes saw my substance,
being yet unformed. And in your book they all were
written, the days fashioned for me, when as yet
there were none of them.
Psalms 139: 7 – 16

P

raise the LORD! Praise the LORD from the

heavens; praise him in the heights! Praise him,
all his angels; praise him, all his hosts!

Praise him, sun and moon; praise him, all you stars
of light! Praise him, you heavens of heavens, and
you waters above the heavens!
Let them praise the name of the LORD, for he
commanded and they were created. He also
established them forever and ever; he made a decree
which shall not pass away.
Praise the LORD from the earth, you great sea
creatures and all the depths; fire and hail, snow and
clouds; stormy wind, fulfilling his word; mountains
and all hills; fruitful trees and all cedars; beasts and
all cattle; creeping things and flying fowl; kings of
the earth and all peoples; princes and all judges of
the earth; both young men and maidens; old men
and children.
Let them praise the name of the LORD, for his
name alone is exalted; his glory is above the earth
and heaven.
Psalms 148: 1 – 13

T

ruly the light is sweet, and it is pleasant for

the eyes to behold the sun; but if a man lives
many years and rejoices in them all, yet let
him remember the days of darkness, for they will be
many. All that is coming is vanity.

Rejoice, O young man, in your youth, and let your
heart cheer you in the days of your youth; walk in
the ways of your heart, and in the sight of your
eyes; but know that for all these God will bring you
into judgment. Therefore remove sorrow from your
heart, and put away evil from your flesh, for
childhood and youth are vanity.

Remember now your Creator in the days of your
youth, before the difficult days come, and the years
draw near when you say, "I have no pleasure in
them": while the sun and the light, the moon and
the stars, are not darkened, and the clouds do not
return after the rain; in the day when the keepers of
the house tremble, and the strong men bow down;
when the grinders cease because they are few, and
those that look through the windows grow dim;
when the doors are shut in the streets, and the
sound of grinding is low; when one rises up at the
sound of a bird, and all the daughters of music are
brought low; also they are afraid of height, and of
terrors in the way; when the almond tree blossoms,
the grasshopper is a burden, and desire fails. For
man goes to his eternal home, and the mourners go
about the streets. Remember your Creator before
the silver cord is loosed, or the golden bowl is
broken, or the pitcher shattered at the fountain, or
the wheel broken at the well. Then the dust will
return to the earth as it was, and the spirit will
return to God who gave it.
"Vanity of vanities," says the Preacher, "all is
vanity." And moreover, because the Preacher was
wise, he still taught the people knowledge; yes, he
pondered and sought out and set in order many
proverbs. The Preacher sought to find acceptable
words; and what was written was upright—words
of truth.
Ecclesiastes 11: 7 – 12: 10

G

od is jealous, and the LORD avenges; the

LORD avenges and is furious. The LORD
will take vengeance on his adversaries, and he
reserves wrath for his enemies; the LORD is slow to
anger and great in power, and will not at all acquit
the wicked. The LORD has his way in the
whirlwind and in the storm, and the clouds are the
dust of his feet.

He rebukes the sea and makes it dry, and dries up
all the rivers. Bashan and Carmel wither, and the
flower of Lebanon wilts. The mountains quake
before him, the hills melt, and the earth heaves at
his presence, yes, the world and all who dwell in it.
Who can stand before his indignation? And who
can endure the fierceness of his anger? His fury is
poured out like fire, and the rocks are thrown down
by him. The LORD is good, a stronghold in the day
of trouble; and he knows those who trust in him.
But with an overflowing flood he will make an
utter end of its place, and darkness will pursue his
enemies.
What do you conspire against the LORD? He will
make an utter end of it. Affliction will not rise up a
second time.
Nahum 1: 2 – 9

T

he great day of the LORD is near; it is near

and hastens quickly. The noise of the day of
the LORD is bitter; there the mighty men
shall cry out. That day is a day of wrath, a day of
trouble and distress, a day of devastation and
desolation, a day of darkness and gloominess, a day
of clouds and thick darkness, a day of trumpet and
alarm against the fortified cities and against the
high towers.
"I will bring distress upon men, and they shall walk
like blind men, because they have sinned against
the LORD; their blood shall be poured out like
dust, and their flesh like refuse."
Neither their silver nor their gold shall be able to
deliver them in the day of the LORD’S wrath; but
the whole land shall be devoured by the fire of his
jealousy, for he will make speedy riddance of all
those who dwell in the land.

Gather yourselves together, yes, gather together, O
undesirable nation, before the decree is issued, or
the day passes like chaff, before the LORD’S fierce
anger comes upon you, before the day of the
LORD’S anger comes upon you! Seek the LORD,
all you meek of the earth, who have upheld his
justice. Seek righteousness, seek humility. It may be
that you will be hidden in the day of the LORD’S
anger.
Zephaniah 1: 14 – 2: 3

B

ehold, the day of the LORD is coming, and

your spoil will be divided in your midst. For I
will gather all the nations to battle against
Jerusalem; the city shall be taken, the houses rifled,
and the women ravished. Half of the city shall go
into captivity, but the remnant of the people shall
not be cut off from the city. Then the LORD will
go forth and fight against those nations, as he fights
in the day of battle. And in that day his feet will
stand on the Mount of Olives, which faces
Jerusalem on the east. And the Mount of Olives
shall be split in two, from east to west, making a
very large valley; half of the mountain shall move
toward the north and half of it toward the south.
Then you shall flee through my mountain valley,
for the mountain valley shall reach to Azal. Yes,
you shall flee as you fled from the earthquake in the
days of Uzziah king of Judah. Thus the LORD my
God will come, and all the saints with you. It shall
come to pass in that day that there will be no light;
the lights will diminish. It shall be one day which is
known to the LORD—neither day nor night. But
at evening time it shall happen that it will be light.
And in that day it shall be that living waters shall
flow from Jerusalem, half of them toward the
eastern sea and half of them toward the western
sea; in both summer and winter it shall occur. And
the LORD shall be King over all the earth. In that
day it shall be—"The LORD is one," and his name
one.
Zechariah 14: 1 – 9

ow when Jesus heard that John [John the

Baptist] had been put in prison, he departed
to Galilee. And leaving Nazareth, he came
and dwelt in Capernaum, which is by the sea, in the
regions of Zebulun and Naphtali, that it might be
fulfilled which was spoken by Isaiah the prophet,
saying: "The land of Zebulun and the land of
Naphtali, by the way of the sea, beyond the Jordan,
Galilee of the Gentiles: the people who sat in
darkness have seen a great light, and upon those
who sat in the region and shadow of death light has
dawned."
From that time Jesus began to preach and to say,
"Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand."
And Jesus, walking by the Sea of Galilee, saw two
brothers, Simon called Peter, and Andrew his
brother, casting a net into the sea; for they were
fishermen. Then he said to them, "Follow me, and I
will make you fishers of men." They immediately
left their nets and followed him.
Going on from there, he saw two other brothers,
James the son of Zebedee, and John his brother, in
the boat with Zebedee their father, mending their
nets. He called them, and immediately they left the
boat and their father, and followed him.
Matthew 4: 12 – 22

o not lay up for yourselves treasures on earth,

where moth and rust destroy and where
thieves break in and steal; but lay up for
yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth
nor rust destroys and where thieves do not break in
and steal. For where your treasure is, there your
heart will be also. The lamp of the body is the eye.
If therefore your eye is good, your whole body will
be full of light. But if your eye is bad, your whole
body will be full of darkness. If therefore the light
that is in you is darkness, how great is that
darkness!
No one can serve two masters; for either he will
hate the one and love the other, or else he will be
loyal to the one and despise the other. You cannot
serve God and mammon. Therefore I say to you, do
not worry about your life, what you will eat or what
you will drink; nor about your body, what you will
put on. Is not life more than food and the body
more than clothing?
Now if God so clothes the grass of the field, which
today is, and tomorrow is thrown into the oven,
will he not much more clothe you, O you of little
faith? Therefore do not worry, saying, ‘What shall
we eat?’ or ‘What shall we drink?’ or ‘What shall
we wear?’ For after all these things the Gentiles
seek. For your heavenly Father knows that you need
all these things.

But seek first the kingdom of God and his
righteousness, and all these things shall be added to
you. Therefore do not worry about tomorrow, for
tomorrow will worry about its own things.
Sufficient for the day is its own trouble. Judge not,
that you be not judged. For with what judgement
you judge, you will be judged; and with the
measure you use, it will be measured back to you.
And why do you look at the speck in your brother’s
eye, but do not consider the plank in your own eye?
Or how can you say to your brother, ‘Let me
remove the speck from your eye’; and look, a plank
is in your own eye? Hypocrite! First remove the
plank from your own eye, and then you will see
clearly to remove the speck from your brother’s eye.
Do not give what is holy to the dogs; nor cast your
pearls before swine, lest they trample them under
their feet, and turn and tear you in pieces. Ask, and
it will be given to you; seek, and you will find;
knock, and it will be opened to you. For everyone
who asks receives, and he who seeks finds, and to
him who knocks it will be opened. Or what man is
there among you who, if his son asks for bread, will
give him a stone? Or if he asks for a fish, will he
give him a serpent? If you then, being evil, know
how to give good gifts to your children, how much
more will your Father who is in heaven give good
things to those who ask him!"
Matthew 6: 4 – 25 & 6: 30 – 7: 11

T

hen the Pharisees and Sadducees came, and

testing him asked that he would show them a
sign from heaven. He answered and said to
them, "When it is evening you say, ‘It will be fair
weather, for the sky is red’; and in the morning, ‘It
will be foul weather today, for the sky is red and
threatening.’ Hypocrites! You know how to discern
the face of the sky, but you cannot discern the signs
of the times. A wicked and adulterous generation
seeks after a sign, and no sign shall be given to it
except the sign of the prophet Jonah." And he left
them and departed. Now when his disciples had
come to the other side, they had forgotten to take
bread. Then Jesus said to them, "Take heed and
beware of the leaven of the Pharisees and the
Sadducees." And they reasoned among themselves,
saying, "It is because we have taken no bread." But
Jesus, being aware of it, said to them, "O you of
little faith, why do you reason among yourselves
because you have brought no bread? Do you not yet
understand, or remember the five loaves of the five
thousand and how many baskets you took up? Nor
the seven loaves of the four thousand and how
many large baskets you took up? How is it you do
not understand that I did not speak to you
concerning bread? —but to beware of the leaven of
the Pharisees and Sadducees." Then they
understood that he did not tell them to beware of
the leaven of bread, but of the doctrine of the
Pharisees and Sadducees.
Matthew 16: 1 – 12

ow as he sat on the Mount of Olives, the

disciples came to him privately, saying, "Tell
us, when will these things be? And what will
be the sign of your coming, and of the end of the
age?" And Jesus answered and said to them: "Take
heed that no one deceives you. For many will come
in my name, saying, ‘I am the Christ,’ and will
deceive many.
And you will hear of wars and rumours of wars. See
that you are not troubled; for all these things must
come to pass, but the end is not yet. For nation will
rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom.
And there will be famines, pestilences, and
earthquakes in various places. All these are the
beginning of sorrows.
Then they will deliver you up to tribulation and kill
you, and you will be hated by all nations for my
name’s sake. And then many will be offended, will
betray one another, and will hate one another. Then
many false prophets will rise up and deceive many.
And because lawlessness will abound, the love of
many will grow cold.
But he who endures to the end shall be saved. And
this gospel of the kingdom will be preached in all
the world as a witness to all the nations, and then
the end will come."
Matthew 24: 3 – 14

ow the chief priests, the elders, and all the

council sought false testimony against Jesus
to put him to death, but found none. Even
though many false witnesses came forward, they
found none. But at last two false witnesses came
forward and said, "This fellow said, ‘I am able to
destroy the temple of God and to build it in three
days.’" And the high priest arose and said to him,
"Do you answer nothing? What is it these men
testify against you?" But Jesus kept silent. And the
high priest answered and said to him, "I put you
under oath by the living God: Tell us if you are the
Christ, the Son of God!" Jesus said to him, "It is as
you said. Nevertheless, I say to you, hereafter you
will see the Son of Man sitting at the right hand of
the Power, and coming on the clouds of heaven."
Matthew 26: 59 – 64

"A

nd you, child, [John the Baptist] will be

called the prophet of the Highest; for you will
go before the face of the Lord to prepare his
ways, to give knowledge of salvation to his people
by the remission of their sins, through the tender
mercy of our God, with which the Dayspring from
on high has visited us; to give light to those who sit
in darkness and the shadow of death, to guide our
feet into the way of peace."
So the child grew and became strong in spirit, and
was in the deserts till the day of his manifestation to
Israel.
Luke 1: 76 – 80

A

nd behold, there was a man in Jerusalem

whose name was Simeon, and this man was
just and devout, waiting for the Consolation
of Israel, and the Holy Spirit was upon him. And it
had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he
would not see death before he had seen the Lord’s
Christ.
So he came by the Spirit into the temple. And when
the parents brought in the child Jesus, to do for
him according to the custom of the law, he took
him up in his arms and blessed God and said:
"Lord, now you are letting your servant depart in
peace, according to your word; for my eyes have
seen your salvation which you have prepared before
the face of all peoples, a light to bring revelation to
the Gentiles, and the glory of your people Israel."
And Joseph and his mother marvelled at those
things which were spoken of him. Then Simeon
blessed them, and said to Mary his mother,
"Behold, this child is destined for the fall and rising
of many in Israel, and for a sign which will be
spoken against (yes, a sword will pierce through
your own soul also), that the thoughts of many
hearts may be revealed."
Luke 2: 25 – 35

"N

o one, when he has lit a lamp, puts it in a

secret place or under a basket, but on a lampstand, that those who come in may see the
light. The lamp of the body is the eye. Therefore,
when your eye is good, your whole body also is full
of light. But when your eye is bad, your body also is
full of darkness. Therefore take heed that the light
which is in you is not darkness. If then your whole
body is full of light, having no part dark, the whole
body will be full of light, as when the bright
shining of a lamp gives you light."
And as he [Jesus] spoke, a certain Pharisee asked
him to dine with him. So he went in and sat down
to eat. When the Pharisee saw it, he marvelled that
he had not first washed before dinner. Then the
Lord said to him, "Now you Pharisees make the
outside of the cup and dish clean, but your inward
part is full of greed and wickedness. Foolish ones!
Did not he who made the outside make the inside
also? But rather give alms of such things as you
have; then indeed all things are clean to you.

But woe to you Pharisees! For you tithe mint and
rue and all manner of herbs, and pass by justice and
the love of God. These you ought to have done,
without leaving the others undone. Woe to you
Pharisees! For you love the best seats in the
synagogues and greetings in the marketplaces.

Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For
you are like graves which are not seen, and the men
who walk over them are not aware of them."
Then one of the lawyers answered and said to him,
"Teacher, by saying these things you reproach us
also." And he said, "Woe to you also, lawyers! For
you load men with burdens hard to bear, and you
yourselves do not touch the burdens with one of
your fingers. Woe to you! For you build the tombs
of the prophets, and your fathers killed them. In
fact, you bear witness that you approve the deeds of
your fathers; for they indeed killed them, and you
build their tombs.
Therefore the wisdom of God also said, ‘I will send
them prophets and apostles, and some of them they
will kill and persecute,’ that the blood of all the
prophets which was shed from the foundation of the
world may be required of this generation, from the
blood of Abel to the blood of Zechariah who
perished between the altar and the temple. Yes, I
say to you, it shall be required of this generation.
Woe to you lawyers! For you have taken away the
key of knowledge. You did not enter in yourselves,
and those who were entering in you hindered."
Luke 11: 33 – 52

"B

ut when you see Jerusalem surrounded by

armies, then know that its desolation is near.
Then let those who are in Judea flee to the
mountains, let those who are in the midst of her
depart, and let not those who are in the country
enter her. For these are the days of vengeance, that
all things which are written may be fulfilled.

But woe to those who are pregnant and to those
who are nursing babies in those days! For there will
be great distress in the land and wrath upon this
people. And they will fall by the edge of the sword,
and be led away captive into all nations. And
Jerusalem will be trampled by Gentiles until the
times of the Gentiles are fulfilled.
And there will be signs in the sun, in the moon, and
in the stars; and on the earth distress of nations,
with perplexity, the sea and the waves roaring;
men’s hearts failing them from fear and the
expectation of those things which are coming on
the earth, for the powers of heaven will be shaken.
Then they will see the Son of Man coming in a
cloud with power and great glory. Now when these
things begin to happen, look up and lift up your
heads, because your redemption draws near."
Luke 21: 20 – 28

I

n the beginning was the Word, and the Word

was with God, and the Word was God. He was
in the beginning with God. All things were
made through him, and without him nothing was
made that was made. In him was life, and the life
was the light of men. And the light shines in the
darkness, and the darkness did not comprehend it.
There was a man sent from God, whose name was
John. This man came for a witness, to bear witness
of the Light, that all through him might believe.
He was not that Light, but was sent to bear witness
of that Light. That was the true Light which gives
light to every man coming into the world.
He [Jesus Christ] was in the world, and the world
was made through him, and the world did not
know him. He came to his own, and his own did
not receive him. But as many as received him, to
them he gave the right to become children of God,
to those who believe in his name: who were born,
not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the
will of man, but of God.
And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us,
and we beheld his glory, the glory as of the only
begotten of the Father, full of grace and truth.
John 1: 1 – 14

"F

or God so loved the world that he gave his

only begotten Son, that whoever believes in
him should not perish but have everlasting
life. For God did not send his Son into the world to
condemn the world, but that the world through
him might be saved. He who believes in him is not
condemned; but he who does not believe is
condemned already, because he has not believed in
the name of the only begotten Son of God. And this
is the condemnation, that the light has come into
the world, and men loved darkness rather than
light, because their deeds were evil."
John 3: 16 – 19

T

hen Jesus spoke to them again, saying, "I am

the light of the world. He who follows me
shall not walk in darkness, but have the light
of life." The Pharisees therefore said to him, "You
bear witness of yourself; your witness is not true."
Jesus answered and said to them, "Even if I bear
witness of myself, my witness is true, for I know
where I came from and where I am going; but you
do not know where I come from and where I am
going. You judge according to the flesh; I judge no
one. And yet if I do judge, my judgement is true;
for I am not alone, but I am with the Father who
sent me."
John 8: 12 – 16

T

hen Jesus cried out and said, "He who believes

in me, believes not in me but in him who sent
me. And he who sees me sees him who sent me.
I have come as a light into the world, that whoever
believes in me should not abide in darkness. And if
anyone hears my words and does not believe, I do
not judge him; for I did not come to judge the
world but to save the world. He who rejects me,
and does not receive my words, has that which
judges him—the word that I have spoken will
judge him in the last day. For I have not spoken on
my own authority; but the Father who sent me
gave me a command, what I should say and what I
should speak."
John 12: 44 – 49

"B

ut this is what was spoken by the prophet

Joel: ‘And it shall come to pass in the last
days, says God, that I will pour out of my
Spirit on all flesh; your sons and your daughters
shall prophesy, your young men shall see visions,
your old men shall dream dreams. And on my
menservants and on my maidservants I will pour
out my Spirit in those days; and they shall
prophesy.

I will show wonders in heaven above and signs in
the earth beneath: blood and fire and vapour of
smoke. The sun shall be turned into darkness, and
the moon into blood, before the coming of the great
and awesome day of the LORD. And it shall come
to pass that whoever calls on the name of the
LORD shall be saved.’
Men of Israel, hear these words: Jesus of Nazareth,
a man attested by God to you by miracles, wonders,
and signs which God did through him in your
midst, as you yourselves also know—him, being
delivered by the determined purpose and
foreknowledge of God, you have taken by lawless
hands, have crucified, and put to death; whom God
raised up, having loosed the pains of death, because
it was not possible that he should be held by it.
For David says concerning him: ‘I foresaw the
LORD always before my face, for he is at my right
hand, that I may not be shaken.

Therefore my heart rejoiced, and my tongue was
glad; moreover my flesh also will rest in hope. For
you will not leave my soul in Hades, nor will you
allow your Holy One to see corruption. You have
made known to me the ways of life; you will make
me full of joy in your presence.’
Men and brethren, let me [the apostle Peter] speak
freely to you of the patriarch David, that he is both
dead and buried, and his tomb is with us to this
day. Therefore, being a prophet, and knowing that
God had sworn with an oath to him that of the fruit
of his body, according to the flesh, he would raise
up the Christ to sit on his throne, he, foreseeing
this, spoke concerning the resurrection of the
Christ, that his soul was not left in Hades, nor did
his flesh see corruption.
This Jesus God has raised up, of which we are all
witnesses. Therefore being exalted to the right hand
of God, and having received from the Father the
promise of the Holy Spirit, he poured out this
which you now see and hear. For David did not
ascend into the heavens, but he says himself: ‘The
LORD said to my Lord, "Sit at my right hand, till I
make your enemies your footstool."‘ Therefore let
all the house of Israel know assuredly that God has
made this Jesus, whom you crucified, both Lord and
Christ."
Acts 2: 16 – 36

"S

o I [Saul of Tarsus – the apostle Paul] said,

‘Who are you, Lord?’ And he said, ‘I am Jesus,
whom you are persecuting. But rise and stand on
your feet; for I have appeared to you for this
purpose, to make you a minister and a witness both
of the things which you have seen and of the things
which I will yet reveal to you. I will deliver you
from the Jewish people, as well as from the
Gentiles, to whom I now send you, to open their
eyes, in order to turn them from darkness to light,
and from the power of Satan to God, that they may
receive forgiveness of sins and an inheritance among
those who are sanctified by faith in me.’"
Acts 26: 15 – 18

B

ut even if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled to

those who are perishing, whose minds the god
of this age has blinded, who do not believe,
lest the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ,
who is the image of God, should shine on them. For
we do not preach ourselves, but Christ Jesus the
Lord, and ourselves your bondservants for Jesus’
sake. For it is the God who commanded light to
shine out of darkness, who has shone in our hearts
to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of
God in the face of Jesus Christ.

But we have this treasure in earthen vessels, that
the excellence of the power may be of God and not
of us. We are hard pressed on every side, yet not
crushed; we are perplexed, but not in despair;
persecuted, but not forsaken; struck down, but not
destroyed—always carrying about in the body the
dying of the Lord Jesus, that the life of Jesus also
may be manifested in our body.
For we who live are always delivered to death for
Jesus’ sake, that the life of Jesus also may be
manifested in our mortal flesh. So then death is
working in us, but life in you. And since we have
the same spirit of faith, according to what is
written, "I believed and therefore I spoke," we also
believe and therefore speak, knowing that he who
raised up the Lord Jesus will also raise us up with
Jesus, and will present us with you.
II Corinthians 4: 3 – 14

F

or this you know, that no fornicator, unclean

person, nor covetous man, who is an idolater,
has any inheritance in the kingdom of Christ
and God. Let no one deceive you with empty
words, for because of these things the wrath of God
comes upon the sons of disobedience. Therefore do
not be partakers with them.

For you were once darkness, but now you are light
in the Lord. Walk as children of light (for the fruit
of the Spirit is in all goodness, righteousness, and
truth), finding out what is acceptable to the Lord.
And have no fellowship with the unfruitful works of
darkness, but rather expose them. For it is shameful
even to speak of those things which are done by
them in secret. But all things that are exposed are
made manifest by the light, for whatever makes
manifest is light.
Therefore he says: "Awake, you who sleep, arise
from the dead, and Christ will give you light." See
then that you walk circumspectly, not as fools but
as wise, redeeming the time, because the days are
evil. Therefore do not be unwise, but understand
what the will of the Lord is.
Ephesians 5: 5 – 17

F

or this reason we also, since the day we heard

it, do not cease to pray for you, and to ask that
you may be filled with the knowledge of his will
in all wisdom and spiritual understanding; that you
may walk worthy of the Lord, fully pleasing him,
being fruitful in every good work and increasing in
the knowledge of God; strengthened with all
might, according to his glorious power, for all
patience and longsuffering with joy; giving thanks
to the Father who has qualified us to be partakers of
the inheritance of the saints in the light.

He has delivered us from the power of darkness and
conveyed us into the kingdom of the Son of his
love, in whom we have redemption through his
blood, the forgiveness of sins. He is the image of the
invisible God, the firstborn over all creation. For by
him all things were created that are in heaven and
that are on earth, visible and invisible, whether
thrones or dominions or principalities or powers. All
things were created through him and for him. And
he is before all things, and in him all things consist.
And he is the head of the body, the church, who is
the beginning, the firstborn from the dead, that in
all things he may have the pre-eminence. For it
pleased the Father that in him all the fullness
should dwell, and by him to reconcile all things to
himself, by him, whether things on earth or things
in heaven, having made peace through the blood of
his cross.
Colossians 1: 9 – 20

B

ut I do not want you to be ignorant, brethren,

concerning those who have fallen asleep, lest
you sorrow as others who have no hope. For if
[since] we believe that Jesus died and rose again,
even so God will bring with him those who sleep in
Jesus. For this we say to you by the word of the
Lord, that we who are alive and remain until the
coming of the Lord will by no means precede those
who are asleep. For the Lord himself will descend
from heaven with a shout, with the voice of an
archangel, and with the trumpet of God. And the
dead in Christ will rise first. Then we who are alive
and remain shall be caught up together with them
in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. And thus
we shall always be with the Lord. Therefore comfort
one another with these words.

But concerning the times and the seasons, brethren,
you have no need that I should write to you. For
you yourselves know perfectly that the day of the
Lord so comes as a thief in the night. For when they
say, "Peace and safety!" then sudden destruction
comes upon them, as labour pains upon a pregnant
woman. And they shall not escape.
But you, brethren, are not in darkness, so that this
Day should overtake you as a thief. You are all sons
of light and sons of the day. We are not of the
night nor of darkness.
I Thessalonians 4: 13 – 5: 5

N

ow, brethren, concerning the coming of our

Lord Jesus Christ and our gathering together
to him, we ask you, not to be soon shaken in
mind or troubled, either by spirit or by word or by
letter, as if from us, as though the day of Christ had
come. Let no one deceive you by any means; for
that Day will not come unless the falling away [or
‘departure’] comes first, and the man of sin is
revealed, the son of perdition, who opposes and
exalts himself above all that is called God or that is
worshipped, so that he sits as God in the temple of
God, showing himself that he is God.
Do you not remember that when I was still with
you I told you these things? And now you know
what is restraining, that he may be revealed in his
own time. For the mystery of lawlessness is already
at work; only he who now restrains [the Holy
Spirit] will do so until he is taken out of the way.
And then the lawless one will be revealed, whom
the Lord will consume with the breath of his mouth
and destroy with the brightness of his coming.

The coming of the lawless one is according to the
working of Satan, with all power, signs, and lying
wonders, and with all unrighteous deception among
those who perish, because they did not receive the
love of the truth, that they might be saved.
II Thessalonians 2: 1 – 10

N

ow godliness with contentment is great gain.

For we brought nothing into this world, and
it is certain we can carry nothing out. And
having food and clothing, with these we shall be
content. But those who desire to be rich fall into
temptation and a snare, and into many foolish and
harmful lusts which drown men in destruction and
perdition. For the love of money is a root of all
kinds of evil, for which some have strayed from the
faith in their greediness, and pierced themselves
through with many sorrows.

But you, O man of God, flee these things and
pursue righteousness, godliness, faith, love,
patience, gentleness. Fight the good fight of faith,
lay hold on eternal life, to which you were also
called and have confessed the good confession in the
presence of many witnesses.
I urge you in the sight of God who gives life to all
things, and before Christ Jesus who witnessed the
good confession before Pontius Pilate, that you
keep this commandment without spot, blameless
until our Lord Jesus Christ’s appearing, which he
will manifest in his own time, he who is the blessed
and only Potentate, the King of kings and Lord of
lords, who alone has immortality, dwelling in
unapproachable light, whom no man has seen or
can see, to whom be honour and everlasting power.
Amen.
I Timothy 6: 6 – 16

G

od, who at various times and in various ways

spoke in time past to the fathers by the
prophets, has in these last days spoken to us
by his Son, whom he has appointed heir of all
things, through whom also he made the worlds;
who being the brightness of his glory and the
express image of his person, and upholding all
things by the word of his power, when he had by
himself purged our sins, sat down at the right hand
of the Majesty on high, having become so much
better than the angels, as he has by inheritance
obtained a more excellent name than they. For to
which of the angels did he ever say: "You are my
Son, today I have begotten you"? And again: "I will
be to him a Father, and He shall be to me a Son"?
But when he again brings the firstborn into the
world, he says: "Let all the angels of God worship
him." And of the angels he says: "Who makes his
angels spirits and his ministers a flame of fire."
But to the Son he says: "Your throne, O God, is
forever and ever; a sceptre of righteousness is the
sceptre of your Kingdom. You have loved
righteousness and hated lawlessness; therefore God,
your God, has anointed you with the oil of gladness
more than your companions."

And: "You, LORD, in the beginning laid the
foundation of the earth, and the heavens are the
work of your hands. They will perish, but you
remain; and they will all grow old like a garment;
like a cloak you will fold them up, and they will be
changed. But you are the same, and your years will
not fail."
But to which of the angels has he ever said: "Sit at
my right hand, till I make your enemies your
footstool"? Are they not all ministering spirits sent
forth to minister for those who will inherit
salvation?
Therefore we must give the more earnest heed to
the things we have heard, lest we drift away. For if
the word spoken through angels proved steadfast,
and every transgression and disobedience received a
just reward, how shall we escape if we neglect so
great a salvation, which at the first began to be
spoken by the Lord, and was confirmed to us by
those who heard him, God also bearing witness
both with signs and wonders, with various miracles,
and gifts of the Holy Spirit, according to his own
will? For he has not put the world to come, of
which we speak, in subjection to angels. But one
testified in a certain place, saying: "What is man
that you are mindful of him, or the son of man that
you take care of him?

You have made him a little lower than the angels;
you have crowned him with glory and honour, and
set him over the works of your hands. You have put
all things in subjection under his feet." For in that
he put all in subjection under him, he left nothing
that is not put under him. But now we do not yet
see all things put under him. But we see Jesus, who
was made a little lower than the angels, for the
suffering of death crowned with glory and honour,
that he, by the grace of God, might taste death for
everyone. For it was fitting for him, for whom are
all things and by whom are all things, in bringing
many sons to glory, to make the captain of their
salvation perfect through sufferings. For both he
who sanctifies and those who are being sanctified
are all of one, for which reason he is not ashamed to
call them brethren, saying: "I will declare your
name to my brethren; in the midst of the assembly
I will sing praise to you." And again: "I will put my
trust in him." And again: "Here am I and the
children whom God has given me."
Inasmuch then as the children have partaken of
flesh and blood, he himself likewise shared in the
same, that through death he might destroy him
who had the power of death, that is, the devil, and
release those who through fear of death were all
their lifetime subject to bondage.
Hebrews 1: 1 – 2: 15

A

nd if you call on the Father, who without

partiality judges according to each one’s
work, conduct yourselves throughout the
time of your stay here in fear; knowing that you
were not redeemed with corruptible things, like
silver or gold, from your aimless conduct received
by tradition from your fathers, but with the
precious blood of Christ, as of a lamb without
blemish and without spot.
He indeed was foreordained before the foundation
of the world, but was manifest in these last times
for you who through him believe in God, who
raised him from the dead and gave him glory, so
that your faith and hope are in God.
Since you have purified your souls in obeying the
truth through the Spirit in sincere love of the
brethren, love one another fervently with a pure
heart, having been born again, not of corruptible
seed but incorruptible, through the word of God
which lives and abides forever, because "All flesh is
as grass, and all the glory of man as the flower of
the grass. The grass withers, and its flower falls
away, but the word of the LORD endures forever."
Now this is the word which by the gospel was
preached to you.

Therefore, laying aside all malice, all deceit,
hypocrisy, envy, and all evil speaking, as new-born
babes, desire the pure milk of the word, that you
may grow thereby, if indeed you have tasted that
the Lord is gracious. Coming to him as to a living
stone, rejected indeed by men, but chosen by God
and precious, you also, as living stones, are being
built up a spiritual house, a holy priesthood, to offer
up spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through
Jesus Christ. Therefore it is also contained in the
Scripture, "Behold, I lay in Zion a chief cornerstone,
elect, precious, and he who believes on him will by
no means be put to shame." Therefore, to you who
believe, he is precious; but to those who are
disobedient, "The stone which the builders rejected
has become the chief cornerstone," and "A stone of
stumbling and a rock of offence." They stumble,
being disobedient to the word, to which they also
were appointed.
But you are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood,
a holy nation, his own special people, that you may
proclaim the praises of him who called you out of
darkness into his marvellous light; who once were
not a people but are now the people of God, who
had not obtained mercy but now have obtained
mercy.
I Peter 1: 17 – 2: 10

Y

es, I think it is right, as long as I am in this

tent, to stir you up by reminding you,
knowing that shortly I must put off my tent,
just as our Lord Jesus Christ showed me. Moreover
I will be careful to ensure that you always have a
reminder of these things after my decease. For we
did not follow cunningly devised fables when we
made known to you the power and coming of our
Lord Jesus Christ, but were eyewitnesses of his
majesty.
For he received from God the Father honour and
glory when such a voice came to him from the
Excellent Glory: "This is my beloved Son, in whom
I am well pleased." And we heard this voice which
came from heaven when we were with him on the
holy mountain.
And so we have the prophetic word confirmed,
which you do well to heed as a light that shines in a
dark place, until the day dawns and the morning
star rises in your hearts; knowing this first, that no
prophecy of Scripture is of any private
interpretation, for prophecy never came by the will
of man, but holy men of God spoke as they were
moved by the Holy Spirit.
II Peter 1: 13 – 21

B

eloved, I now write to you this second

epistle (in both of which I stir up your pure
minds by way of reminder), that you may be
mindful of the words which were spoken before by
the holy prophets, and of the commandment of us,
the apostles of the Lord and Saviour, knowing this
first: that scoffers will come in the last days,
walking according to their own lusts, and saying,
"Where is the promise of his coming? For since the
fathers fell asleep, all things continue as they were
from the beginning of creation." For this they
wilfully forget: that by the word of God the
heavens were of old, and the earth standing out of
water and in the water, by which the world that
then existed perished, being flooded with water.
But the heavens and the earth which are now
preserved by the same word, are reserved for fire
until the day of judgement and perdition of
ungodly men. But, beloved, do not forget this one
thing, that with the Lord one day is as a thousand
years, and a thousand years as one day.
The Lord is not slack concerning his promise, as
some count slackness, but is longsuffering toward
us, not willing that any should perish but that all
should come to repentance. But the day of the Lord
will come as a thief in the night, in which the
heavens will pass away with a great noise, and the
elements will melt with fervent heat; both the earth
and the works that are in it will be burned up.

Therefore, since all these things will be dissolved,
what manner of persons ought you to be in holy
conduct and godliness, looking for and hastening
the coming of the day of God, because of which the
heavens will be dissolved, being on fire, and the
elements will melt with fervent heat? Nevertheless
we, according to his promise, look for new heavens
and a new earth in which righteousness dwells.
Therefore, beloved, looking forward to these things,
be diligent to be found by him in peace, without
spot and blameless; and consider that the
longsuffering of our Lord is salvation—as also our
beloved brother Paul, according to the wisdom
given to him, has written to you, as also in all his
epistles, speaking in them of these things, in which
are some things hard to understand, which
untaught and unstable people twist to their own
destruction, as they do also the rest of the
Scriptures.
You therefore, beloved, since you know this
beforehand, beware lest you also fall from your own
steadfastness, being led away with the error of the
wicked; but grow in the grace and knowledge of
our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. To him be the
glory both now and forever.
Amen.
II Peter 3: 1 – 18

T

hat which was from the beginning, which we

have heard, which we have seen with our eyes,
which we have looked upon, and our hands
have handled, concerning the Word of life—the life
was manifested, and we have seen, and bear
witness, and declare to you that eternal life which
was with the Father and was manifested to us—
that which we have seen and heard we declare to
you, that you also may have fellowship with us; and
truly our fellowship is with the Father and with His
Son Jesus Christ. And these things we write to you
that your joy may be full.
This is the message which we have heard from him
and declare to you, that God is light and in him is
no darkness at all. If we say that we have fellowship
with him, and walk in darkness, we lie and do not
practise the truth. But if we walk in the light as he
is in the light, we have fellowship with one another,
and the blood of Jesus Christ his Son cleanses us
from all sin.
If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves,
and the truth is not in us. If we confess our sins, he
is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to
cleanse us from all unrighteousness.
I John 1: 1 – 9

M

y little children, these things I write to you,

so that you may not sin. And if anyone sins,
we have an Advocate with the Father, Jesus
Christ the righteous. And he himself is the
propitiation for our sins, and not for ours only but
also for the whole world. Now by this we know that
we know him, if we keep his commandments. He
who says, "I know him," and does not keep his
commandments, is a liar, and the truth is not in
him. But whoever keeps his word, truly the love of
God is perfected in him. By this we know that we
are in him. He who says he abides in him ought
himself also to walk just as he walked.
Brethren, I write no new commandment to you,
but an old commandment which you have had from
the beginning. The old commandment is the word
which you heard from the beginning.
Again, a new commandment I write to you, which
thing is true in him and in you, because the
darkness is passing away, and the true light is
already shining. He who says he is in the light, and
hates his brother, is in darkness until now. He who
loves his brother abides in the light, and there is no
cause for stumbling in him. But he who hates his
brother is in darkness and walks in darkness, and
does not know where he is going, because the
darkness has blinded his eyes.

I write to you, little children, because your sins are
forgiven you for his name’s sake. I write to you,
fathers, because you have known him who is from
the beginning. I write to you, young men, because
you have overcome the wicked one. I write to you,
little children, because you have known the Father.
I have written to you, fathers, because you have
known him who is from the beginning. I have
written to you, young men, because you are strong,
and the word of God abides in you, and you have
overcome the wicked one.
Do not love the world or the things in the world. If
anyone loves the world, the love of the Father is not
in him. For all that is in the world—the lust of the
flesh, the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life—is
not of the Father but is of the world. And the world
is passing away, and the lust of it; but he who does
the will of God abides forever.
Little children, it is the last hour; and as you have
heard that the Antichrist is coming, even now many
antichrists have come, by which we know that it is
the last hour. They went out from us, but they were
not of us; for if they had been of us, they would
have continued with us; but they went out that
they might be made manifest, that none of them
were of us. But you have an anointing from the
Holy One, and you know all things.

I have not written to you because you do not know
the truth, but because you know it, and that no lie
is of the truth. Who is a liar but he who denies that
Jesus is the Christ? He is antichrist who denies the
Father and the Son. Whoever denies the Son does
not have the Father either; he who acknowledges
the Son has the Father also. Therefore let that abide
in you which you heard from the beginning. If what
you heard from the beginning abides in you, you
also will abide in the Son and in the Father. And
this is the promise that he has promised us—eternal
life.
I John 2: 1 – 25

B

ehold, he is coming with clouds, and every

eye will see him, even they who pierced him.
And all the tribes of the earth will mourn
because of him. Even so, Amen. "I am the Alpha
and the Omega, the Beginning and the End," says
the Lord, "who is and who was and who is to come,
the Almighty."
I, John, both your brother and companion in the
tribulation and kingdom and patience of Jesus
Christ, was on the island that is called Patmos for
the word of God and for the testimony of Jesus
Christ.
I was in the Spirit on the Lord’s Day, and I heard
behind me a loud voice, as of a trumpet, saying, "I
am the Alpha and the Omega, the First and the
Last," and, "What you see, write in a book and send
it to the seven churches which are in Asia: to
Ephesus, to Smyrna, to Pergamos, to Thyatira, to
Sardis, to Philadelphia, and to Laodicea."
Then I turned to see the voice that spoke with me.
And having turned I saw seven golden lamp-stands,
and in the midst of the seven lamp-stands one like
the Son of Man, clothed with a garment down to
the feet and girded about the chest with a golden
band.

His head and hair were white like wool, as white as
snow, and his eyes like a flame of fire; his feet were
like fine brass, as if refined in a furnace, and his
voice as the sound of many waters; he had in his
right hand seven stars, out of his mouth went a
sharp two-edged sword, and his countenance was
like the sun shining in its strength. And when I saw
him, I fell at his feet as dead. But he laid his right
hand on me, saying to me, "Do not be afraid; I am
the First and the Last. I am he who lives, and was
dead, and behold, I am alive forevermore. Amen.
And I have the keys of Hades and of Death."
Revelation 1: 7 – 18

A

nd I heard a loud voice from heaven saying,

"Behold, the tabernacle of God is with men,
and he will dwell with them, and they shall
be his people. God himself will be with them and
be their God. And God will wipe away every tear
from their eyes; there shall be no more death, nor
sorrow, nor crying. There shall be no more pain, for
the former things have passed away." Then he who
sat on the throne said, "Behold, I make all things
new." And he said to me, "Write, for these words
are true and faithful." And he said to me, "It is
done! I am the Alpha and the Omega, the
Beginning and the End. I will give of the fountain
of the water of life freely to him who thirsts. He
who overcomes shall inherit all things, and I will be
his God and he shall be my son."
Revelation 21: 3 – 7

A

nd he showed me a pure river of water of

life, clear as crystal, proceeding from the
throne of God and of the Lamb. In the
middle of its street, and on either side of the river,
was the tree of life, which bore twelve fruits, each
tree yielding its fruit every month. The leaves of the
tree were for the healing of the nations.
And there shall be no more curse, but the throne of
God and of the Lamb shall be in it, and his servants
shall serve him. They shall see his face, and his
name shall be on their foreheads.
There shall be no night there: they need no lamp
nor light of the sun, for the Lord God gives them
light. And they shall reign forever and ever.
Then he said to me, "These words are faithful and
true." And the Lord God of the holy prophets sent
his angel to show his servants the things which
must shortly take place.

"Behold, I am coming quickly! Blessed is he who
keeps the words of the prophecy of this book."
Revelation 22: 1 – 7

